
 

 
THE SIXTY-SIXTH MEETING OF   

THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE SYSTEMS SCIENCES    
17-23 June 2023, Kruger National Park, South Africa 

Registration closes 15 March 2023 
  

 An International Multi-Event  

17-19 June: Writing retreat and Informal Meeting Space. 

19-23 June: Main conference.  

17-23 June: The Systems Thinking in Practice (STiP) workshop for PhD students and 
Professionals with pre-conference full-day sessions and dedicated sessions during the Main 
Conference 

 

Theme: Systems Practice for Professions 
The theme of the conference is systems practice for professions. Systems Practice is based 
on a set of methodologies to address problematic situations holistically where complexity is 
embraced rather than reduced. Since many systems thinking methodologies exist, there is 
an opportunity to promote a unified framework for systems practice. The aim of the 
conference is to promote the use of holistic, inclusive thinking in addressing problems in 
various professions, integrating solutions across professions, and to strengthen the national, 
regional, and international professional networks of practitioners. To develop systems 
practitioners and to further the discipline of systems sciences, a Systems Thinking in Practice 
Workshop is integrated into the conference.  

Call for Papers, Conference Workshops, and Presentations 

We are seeking papers and presentations on systems practice and systems science for 
professions. However, since systems practice without robust underlying theory is 
undesirable, the conference committee invites tracks and workshops on systems theory. 

Examples of professional areas in which systems knowledge and know-how are applied are: 
the natural sciences operations research, crisis and disaster management, ecology, physical 
and mental well-being and health (medicine, psychiatry, psychology, psychiatry, physical 
education, sports), architecture, urban and rural development, climate and environmental 
risk management, financial markets, sustainable energy and food systems transitions, 



sustainable development innovation, data science, policy development, trans-disciplinarity, 
design and management of complex social organizations (neighborhoods, cities, co-
operatives, governance structures, etc). 

We accept papers covering all areas and themes of systems science, such as the use of 
systems approaches in applications or subject sciences (natural and social), concept or 
position papers, and speculative (novel) thinking. Most submissions should indicate a target 
Special Interest Group (SIG) (cf the ISSS SIG list in the navigation of its website). If, however, 
there may not be a suitable SIG, the proposal may be considered for non-aligned paper 
sessions. Submissions related to the theme of the conference are especially encouraged, 
but not required.  

Manuscript categories 

Category 1:  Composed of manuscript submissions selected to be included in the ISSS 
Yearbook – published on Systems Research and Behavioral Science. Manuscripts are 
selected based on the quality and scope of their contribution to the systems sciences. If the 
manuscript is selected as a Category 1 submission, the author(s) will be invited to submit an 
extended/reworked or updated version of the paper for review to the Systems Research and 
Behavioral Science (SRBS, https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10991743a) special issue 
known as the ISSS Yearbook. 

Category 2: Manuscripts, reports, research notes, and presentations on work-in-progress, 
preliminary results, and directions of future work. Full manuscripts suitable for the 
proceedings of the conference.  

Category 3: Presentations of proposed concepts, position papers/essays, or speculative 
thoughts. 

All category 2 manuscripts follow a two-stage peer review process. Stage 1 is in-person and 
live peer-review during the presentation of the material at the conference. The objective of 
Stage 1 is to encourage exchange of ideas and collaboration between ISSS members. Authors 
may incorporate comments and revise their manuscripts after the conference (before 
August 30th). After that, Stage 2, a double-blind peer-review process will begin and final 
inclusion of manuscripts will conclude January 30th, 2024.  

Please note that all three categories require an initial abstract  submission, subject to 
revision and approval before submission of manuscripts (when desired by the author). 
Inclusion of abstracts and manuscripts in the conference proceeding is contingent on 
presentation of the work at the conference. 

Requests to plan other paper and workshop sessions should be sent 
to conference@isss.org by no later than January 31, 2023.  You should receive a 
confirmation letter within 24 hrs. Please follow-up if you do receive such a letter by sending 
an email to: roelien.goede@nwu.ac.za. 

 
 

https://www.isss.org/home/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10991743a
mailto:conference@isss.org
mailto:roelien.goede@nwu.ac.za


Abstract acceptance MUST be obtained prior to submitting full papers. 
Full manuscripts should be submitted after acceptance of the abstract but no later than April 
30th, 2023, with the abstracts submitted no later than February 1, 2023. Notice of abstract 
acceptance will be given no later than February, 28, 2023.  
 
Earlier submissions will lead to earlier notifications.   
   
Planned SIG Session Streams   

If you wish to submit a paper, presentation or workshop in a stream not reflected in this list, 
please email conference@isss.org for more information.  

  
• Action Research   
• Balancing Individualism and Collectivism  
• Crises and Disaster  
• Critical Systems Theory and Practice   
• Designing Educational Systems   
• Digital Product-Service Systems (IS/ICT)   
• Health and Systems Thinking   
• Hierarchy Theory   
• Human Systems Inquiry   
• Leadership and Systemic Innovation    
• Living Systems Science   
• Organizational Transformation & Social Change   
• Relational Science   
• Research towards General Theories of Systems   
• Science, Spirituality and Systems Science   
• Socio-Ecological Systems & Design  
• Student SIG  
• Systemic Ethics   
• Systems Applications in Business and Industry   
• Systems Biology and Evolution   
• Systems Modelling and Systems Engineering   
• Systems Pathology   
• Systems Philosophy  
• Viable Systems Model (VSM) 

 

Important Dates  

 
January 31, 2023:  The deadline for panel, workshop, and stream proposals   
February 15, 2023:  Deadline for abstracts of papers for double peer reviewed sessions   
February 28, 2023:  Notification of abstract acceptance and invitation of full papers for  

double peer reviewed sessions   
 

March 15, 2023:  ALL REGISTRATION CLOSES 
 

mailto:conference@isss.org


April 30, 2020:   Deadline for submitting full papers for double peer reviewed  
sessions.    

April 30, 2020:   The final deadline for abstracts of developing work sessions,  
recognizing that abstracts may not be developed into full papers 
for this conference 

May 30, 2020:   Notification of acceptance of full papers in the double-blind  
submissions.   

May 30, 2020:   The deadline for poster abstract submission.  
No more than 3 posters may be submitted.    

 

Editorial Committee: 

Roelien Goede (President); Olaf Brugman (Vice-President: Conferences); Jennifer Makar 
(Vice-President: Administration); Javier Calvo-Amodio (Vice-President: Publications)   



The Systems Thinking in Practice (STiP) Workshop 
(Held in conjunction with the 2023 ISSS International Conference) 

 

17-23rd June 2023 
 

Course Lead: Professor Ray Ison 
Professor of Systems 

The Open University (UK) 
President, International Federation for Systems Research (IFSR) 

 
Systems Practice for Professions 

Systemic Inquiry Strand 1:  Systems Thinking in Post-Graduate (PhD or MSc) 
Practice 

Systemic Inquiry Strand 2:  Systems Thinking in Professional Practice 

Who is the course for? 
The course is designed for two groups of participants though much work will be 
common to both groups. Participants will engage in one of two strands of systemic 
co-inquiry based on differences in their situation and thus purpose.  

The first group is current or future postgraduate students (pre-registration, MSc or 
PhD) who seek to learn from the course and the conference about how systems 
thinking in practice (STiP) might be used to enhance their research work. These 
students will work in co-inquiry groups of 4-6 around a theme of concern to the group 
i.e., they will participate in Systemic Inquiry Strand 1:  Systems Thinking in 
Postgraduate (PhD or MSc) Practice. 

The second group will be professionals from any domain of professional practice who 
think that developing their STiP sensibilities, literacies, and capabilities can enhance 
their professional practice.  Working in similar sized co-inquiry groups, these 
participants will pursue Systemic Inquiry Strand 2:  Systems Thinking in Professional 
Practice. 

What does the course seek to achieve? 

Through joining this course participants will: 
• appreciate and extend their current levels of systemic sensibility, systems 

literacy and systems thinking in practice (STiP) capability  
• gain an overview of the intellectual and cultural traditions of systems thinking 

in practice (STiP) and systems research  
• make links to the history of institutionalising STiP and explore issues that 

constrain or enable use of STiP in your professional life 
• strengthen your research/professional practice through developing 

understanding of systems theories and methodologies 



• have opportunities to reflect on strengths and weaknesses of different systems 
approaches and methodologies in relation to your own PhD research or 
professional practice 

• get added value from your participation in the course by also becoming part of 
a critical-learning-systems community that has research or professional 
practice as a focus 

• critically review potential contributions of your research/practice to help meet 
global change and governance challenges – particularly at the interface of 
social and biophysical (environmental) dynamics 

• develop appreciation of multiple perspectives on contemporary issues 
• work across multiple disciplines 
• build and/or strengthen personal networks within the systems community  
• experience how to design, conduct and provide feedback from a purposefully 

designed inquiry system that will add value to your participation in the ISSS 
conference as well as your future professional life 

The purpose of this course is to help you, a research student, or you, a professional, 
wishing to be able to undertake STiP to enhance what you do i.e., to improve your 
ability to work both strategically and purposefully in relation to situational change and 
transformation.  

Process and course design 
The course will be integrated with the 2023 ISSS Conference and draw on the 
gathering of national and international specialists and researchers within this field. 
The researchers who will attend the conference with you are potential sources of 
conversation and learning. You will be invited to explore their experience as part of 
your systemic co-inquiries. 

The course design draws on tried and tested ways of experiential learning. It will be 
grounded in examples, including your own and other students’ PhD work as well as 
that of Systems practitioners and scholars. An on-line platform will be used for 
uploading your pre-course work and for discussions between participants before, 
during, and after the conference. Resource material will also be available via this site.  

1. Before coming to Kruger, you have to: 
a. Read the papers uploaded in the online platform (see list below) (pdf’s will be 
provided on-line). These papers were selected to give you an overview of systems 
thinking in the context of professional practice. These readings will help you reflect 
on your own approach to systems thinking as well as ensure that all participants are 
familiar with some STiP ‘basics’ thus ensuring constructive discussions in Kruger. 

b. Explore your personal history that is of relevance to your research or professional 
practice and draw a trajectory diagram on an A3-sized paper which you will bring to 
the conference (to pin in a group setting). Please refer to the handout on the on-line 
platform which contains an example of a trajectory diagram and some instructions on 
how to develop it. You will use this diagram to communicate with other participants 
in the course about your perspective, so please take your original with you to Kruger.  



c. Write one or two paragraphs reflecting on your use of system theories and practices 
(and/or cybernetic or complexity theories). Write about the rationale you have 
followed, or would follow, in making a choice to include (or not) systems theories in 
your PhD research or your professional practice. Consider where, if at all, your use of 
systems theories might appear on your trajectory diagram. Add it into your diagram if 
you think it is relevant, perhaps highlighting it or using a different colour.  

d. Prepare an A1-sized poster of the tools and methods you have used or plan to use in 
your research or that you have used, or would like to use, in your professional 
practice. Please bring printed versions to Kruger and use them in the ‘Market place of 
methods.’ N.B. there won’t be time for e.g., a PowerPoint presentation. 

e. There will be opportunity on the first day for you to present a short account of your 
PhD research or of your field of professional practice in need of STiP. This will be 
done in a very short and informal way with other participants. You can be as 
spontaneous as you want, so any preparation is optional. 

2. In Kruger, before the start of the ISSS conference: 
The first phase of the course will be offered in a workshop format consisting of a 
mixture of lecture inputs, group work, and student presentations (see schedule below). 
This part will start mid-afternoon on Saturday June 17th and finish with one session on 
Tuesday 20th June. Time will be made available for you to register at the main 
conference. 

3. During the ISSS conference: 
You will attend paper presentations and/or workshops chosen on the basis of your 
own interests as well as in relation to the agreed purpose of your systemic co-inquiry 
group (see below). As part of the course, you will also have two evening sessions that 
will provide an opportunity for joint reflection and feedback as the conference 
progresses. Each systemic co-inquiry group will provide feedback on their inquiry and 
its outcomes to the conference as a whole at the closing session on the morning of 
Friday 23rd June. 

4. Right after the closing session: 
All course participants will work to recapitulate, and to reflect on possible 
improvements in (i) your own PhD study design, or your future research trajectory or 
(ii) your future professional practice, through future use of systems thinking in 
practice. The course will end by 15:00 hrs on Friday 23rd June. 

Course Book 
The course will draw heavily, though not exclusively, on the following book: 

Ison, RL (2017) Systems Practice: How to Act. In situations of uncertainty and 
complexity in a climate-change world. 2nd Edition Springer, London 
and The Open University.1  

 
1 It is not necessary to buy this book to participate in the course.  



 https://www.springer.com/gb/book/9781447173502  
It is recommended that course participants download from this site, and read the two 

chapters that are available from the Open Research Online (ORO) 
repository:   
https://oro.open.ac.uk/51143/4/chapter4.pdf  
https://oro.open.ac.uk/22901/1/Chapter_1.pdf  

Background Reading2  
Ison, R.L., Collins, K.B. & Iaquinto, B.L. (2021) Designing an inquiry-based learning 

system: innovating in research praxis to transform science-policy-practice 
relations for sustainable development, Systems Research & Behavioural 
Science 38 (5): 610-624. 

Blackmore, Chris (Ed.) (2010). Social learning systems and communities of practice. 
Springer: London.  

Edson, M., Buckle-Henning, P. Sankaran, S. eds. (2016) A Guide to Systems 
Research. Philosophy, Process and Practice. Springer: Singapore. 

Ramage, Manus and Karen Shipp (2019). Systems thinkers. Springer: London.  

Reynolds, Martin and Sue Holwell (2021). Systems approaches to making change: A 
Practical Guide. Springer: London. 

Blackmore, C., N. Sriskandarajah and R. Ison (2018). Developing learning systems 
for addressing uncertainty in farming, food and environment: what has 
changed in recent times? Int. Journal of Agricultural Extension 03-15. 

Other background publications reporting the work of Open University Academics 
(Blackmore, Ison, Ramage, Reynolds) can be found here:  

https://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/cpb5.html 

http://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/rli2.html  

https://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/mr888.html  

https://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/mdr66.html  

Some of the reading/reference material will be provided on the course on-line 
platform  

Other background resources can be found on the ISSS Website or on the STiP Hub on 
the Open University’s OpenLearn platform. 

 
2 It is not required that any of these books be read before commencing the course.  

https://www.springer.com/gb/book/9781447173502
https://oro.open.ac.uk/51143/4/chapter4.pdf
https://oro.open.ac.uk/22901/1/Chapter_1.pdf
https://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/cpb5.html
http://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/rli2.html
https://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/mr888.html
https://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/mdr66.html
https://www.isss.org/home/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/systems-thinking-hub


Course Design 
The course is designed and conducted as a systemic co-inquiry. This means 
participants will be active learners in the activity of the week. The course will 
combine theoretical with practical work. It will also combine participant group work 
(organised as table-based co-inquiry groups) with presentations from Professor Ison 
and the course team made up of experienced academics and practitioners, as well as 
from inquiry-group members based on learnings during the week.  The course will be 
conducted in English. 

A chapter from Ison (2017) on Systemic Inquiry will be provided following 
registration.  Participants may also like to look at: 

Foster, Natalie; Collins, Kevin; Ison, Ray and Blackmore, Chris (2016). Water 
Governance in England: Improving Understandings and Practices through Systemic 
Co-Inquiry. Water, 5, article no. 540. 

The systemic co-inquiry will comprise three main parts: (i) prior to joining the school, 
following registration; (ii) during the school (17th – 20th June) and (iii) during the 
conference, including a reflection/evaluation in the final session (23rd June) that 
combines group and individual reflections.    

Course Certificate 
All course participants will upon completion receive a certificate of attendance and 
achievement. 

http://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/nf3384.html
http://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/kbc36.html
http://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/rli2.html
http://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/cpb5.html
http://oro.open.ac.uk/47802/
http://oro.open.ac.uk/47802/
http://oro.open.ac.uk/47802/
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