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It was a morning in spring, in the week after Easter, at the time when the 6th 

European Meeting on Cybernetics and Systems Research (April 1982) was 

held on the premises of the University of Vienna. On that morning, men 

mostly wearing dark suits, a few of them accompanied by partners or 

coworkers, solemnly walked up  the festival staircase of the Palais 

Starhemberg, a palais dating back to early baroque times,  built mostly by an 

unknown Italian architect. These men were going to the office of the Federal 

Minister for Science and Research, Dr. Hertha Firnberg, where the 3 

officers and 3 Board members of the newly founded International Federation for Systems 

Research  (IFSR) convened to sign a treaty with the Republic of Austria, represented by Federal 

Minister Dr. Firnberg.  

Dr. Firnberg had studied social history and graduated to Dr. phil.. She later headed the 

Department of Statistics of the Chamber of Labor in Lower Austria, a major reason for her 

affinity to the topics of the IFSR. She became a famous but also very controversial person for 

initiating and establishing the first democratic University Law of Austria. I was one of the 

members of the working group of 6 persons implementing her concepts. I became acquainted 

with Dr. Norbert Rozsenich from her Ministry. Norbert drew my attention to the Treaty of the 

International Federation for Automatic Control (IFAC) with the Austrian Government which 

included the rent for an office in Laxenburg, near Vienna, where the International Institute for 

Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) has its seat, additionally providing funds for some operational 

costs. 

Norbert was extremely helpful in drafting a similar  Treaty and we were able to convince several 

government officials to support our initiative  and also my colleagues at the SGSR, the NSG and 

the OSGK.  Finally the Federal Minister gave her consent. 

At the planned time of the Signing  ceremony (11 o’clock) we realized that  we could not begin 

since one member of the Board of one of the three Societies in Dr. Firnberg's office was missing. 

What had happened to him? At that time even the most phantastic, futuristic stories did not think 

about smartphones. I noticed that Dr. Firnberg had become slightly nervous and even a little bit 

upset. I knew from meetings in which she had participated that she could easily  become 

annoyed, she had no time to waste (which was true). I was afraid that during the following 

moments she would say good-bye to us,  not waiting to sign  a Treaty with such a disorganized 

group of people. 



Suddenly it occurred to me that the invitation had announced that the Signing of the Treaty was 

to take place in the Federal Ministry and afterwards there was an invitation to a Formal Lunch at 

Dehmel, a famous Patisserie but also an excellent restaurant in the vicinity of the Ministry, at 

Kohlmarkt. The missing person was an excellent scientist but maybe he had only read  the name 

‚Dehmel‘, with his mouth watering?  I contacted Dehmel, always keeping an eye on the Federal 

Minister with her increasing anger,  but no person of his description was there. 

At this very moment the missing representative, exhausted, stumbled into the Minister’s office, 

expressed his deep regret that he had gone to the wrong address, seeing none of us there, looked 

at the invitation and …  An enormous sigh of relief could be heard. We signed, Dr. Firnberg 

signed, each of us was given a glass of champagne and we celebrated the treaty! Afterwards, we 

went to Dehmel and had our great dinner which I enjoyed probably most of all of us (see IFSR 

Newsletter no 9/10, summer 1992). 

The funds enabled us to start printing a periodical IFSR Newsletter, which are collected in the 

present two volumes. In those times – without internet and e-mail, a newsletter was an essential 

means of communicating with our member societies and their members. 

After a long search we found an office in Hofstrasse 1 in Laxenburg.  All the good locations had  

already been occupied years ago. In front of our office was a big parking lot. Most of the cars 

used the Hofstrasse to enter and leave; furthermore, two bus lines passed squeaking  at the corner 

of Hofstrasse 1 (sound-proof windows were unknown at that time, at least in this building). A 

few years later , when we learnt that STUDIA (Study Group for International Analyses)  needed 

rooms, we agreed to pass it on to them.. 

We also organized a biennial conference, the  Fuschl  Conversations, chaired by the late Bela H. 

Banathy. It was one of IFSR’s key contribution to the Systems community. 

For many years we received government funding  for our operation costs, in 1980 the Ministry 

discontinued the payment: from the start it was clear to me that we had not signed a Treaty for 

Eternity! 
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