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 Message from the President 

Greetings Systemists,

This is my last message as president of the society and it will be

short. First, I want to express to Roelien best wishes for her

forthcoming term. As recent past president, I will be providing

backup where needed. I'd also like to thank Delia, former past

president for her help and guidance during my term, and as we

go forward, working on the 2023 special issue of the Systems

Research and Behavioral Science journal, the ISSS Yearbook.

I would like to extend a warm thanks to all the members who

participated in our various on-line activities, those who

contributed to the content, those who contributed to the

discussions of ideas, and even those who just listened.

Also thanks to all who came up with great ideas for future

activities, and to those who launched new SIGs this year. We

look forward to seeing many worthy outcomes from your efforts.

Looking forward to seeing you all at the conference.

Warm regards,

George

 Conference News 
International Society for the Systems Sciences, 66th Annual

Conference.

Featured speakers include:
George Mobus, Vanessa Andreotti, Cynthia Kurtz, Bill Rees, Janet McIntyre, Tyler Volk, Bayo
Akomolafe, David Holmgren, Dave Snowden, Peter Jones, Tony Hodgson, Raghav Rajagopalan,
Megan Seneque, Paul Pangaro, Bill Seaman, Louise Allison, Alexander Christakis, and more!

Registration: https://web.cvent.com/event/ace397ec-5052-469b-8949-f1d046e5478e/summary

Conference Conversations:
Anything you'd like to discuss about the upcoming ISSS conference?
Please get in touch! conference@isss.org

Howard Silverman, 2021-2 VP Conferences

 Featured Session 
Meeting/Greeting the Future Halfway 

Hosted by Raghav Rajagopalan and Megan Seneque

Systems thinking has gained critical recognition from world organisations, and scholars have
redoubled efforts at global problem-solving. This panel examines the provocative possibility that
we may need to pause and thoroughly reconsider our current responses. 

PANELISTS
Bayo Akomolafe: Public intellectual “passionate about the preposterous”, author of "These Wilds
Beyond our Fences".
Thomas Hübl: Renowned teacher on collective and ancestral trauma, combines spiritualism and
science. Conducts workshops on trauma-informed approaches, resilience, and mindfulness at
Harvard.
Rachel Lilley: Systems scholar - Research Fellow, University of Birmingham. Researches high-
impact leader decision-making, applying mindfulness and behavioural insights.
Melanie Goodchild: Complexity and relational systems thinking scholar. Moose clan, Biigtigong
Nishnaabeg First nations in Ontario. Practitioner faculty, University of Vermont.
Josep M Coll: Author, Buddhist and Taoist Systems Thinking.

 First Plenary 

David Ing - Appreciating Systems Changes
Via Multiparadigm Inquiry
The subject of this session is systems
change(s), as a whole, as distinct from a
reduction into (i) systems and (ii) changes. An
appreciative systems framework surfaces
presumptions of (i) what are and are
not systems changes; (ii) when, where, and for
whom, systems changes are prioritized for
attention; and (iii) how systems changes should
be addressed.
David Ing is a past president of ISSS and a
research fellow at the Creative Systemic
Research Platform Institute.

Cynthia Kurtz - An Introduction To The
Confluence Toolset
How do complex patterns affect our lives,
families, teams, communities, organizations,
and societies? Confluence is a set of thinking
tools and a group exercise designed to help all
of us make sense of how the twin forces of self-
organization (spontaneous patterns) and
organization (purposeful plans) flow together
through the situations we face and the
decisions we make.
Cynthia Kurtz is an independent consultant
specializing in Participatory Narrative Inquiry.

William Rees - Why Things Will Likely Get
Worse: A Systems Perspective
The human brain is obsolete. Without a
dramatic change of course, including a shift to
systems-based eco-consciousness and a
planned economic contraction, modern
techno-industrial culture is likely to be ‘selected
out’ by systemic negative feedback in coming
decades.
William Rees is Professor Emeritus at the
University of British Columbia and former
director of the School of Community and
Regional Planning at UBC.

 Second Plenary 

George Mobus (Chair) - Past Presidents
Panel
In this panel discussion we've invited several of
the past presidents to share their insights and
concerns with emphasis on the future of ISSS. 
I will start off with one or two starter questions
and then let the panelists have a discussion
among themselves. That discussion will be
followed by a Q&A period for members to
interact with the panelists.
The panelists are:
Mike Jackson, John Kineman, Stuart Umplby,
Jennifer Wilby & Allenna Leonard

Vanessa Andreotti - Gesturing Towards
Decolonial Futures: Resonances and
Tensions at the Intersection with Systems
Science
Gesturing Towards Decolonial Futures (GTDF)
is an arts/research collective that develops
public pedagogies and artistic interventions at
the interface of two sets of questions: 1)
questions related to historical, systemic, and
ongoing social and ecological violence, and 2)
questions related to the unsustainability of
modern-colonial systems and ways of being.
This presentation will outline the work of the
collective in relation to systems science and
present examples of analytical and decision
making tools that combine decolonial and
systems approaches and concerns.

Vanessa Andreotti is a professor at the Department of Educational Studies at the University
of British Columbia, holds a Canada Research Chair in Race, Inequalities and Global Change,
and is the interim director of the Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies.

Tyler Volk - The Next Round Of
Combogenesis Has Already Started
The aim of this talk is to frame and examine the
world situation within the context of a big
history cavalcade of what I have termed a
“grand sequence” of combination and
integration from the quanta of the standard
model to the geopolitical state, which, I submit,
has been the level of human history for
thousands of years. But as many have noted, a
new scale—that of the planetary--seems to be
manifesting, perhaps haltingly, with steps
forward and steps back.
Tyler Volk is Professor Emeritus of Biology and
Environmental Studies, New York University.

 Third Plenary 

Bill Seaman -Composing Systems for
Advancing Advancing (Ranulph Glanville
Memorial Lecture)
This paper points to the creation and 
interfacing of networks of differing generative
systems, for the advancement of knowledge
production. Can we compose a set of creative
approaches to “intelligent” generative systems
— meta-meaning systems that explore human
intelligence working in concert with Artificial
Intelligence, to advance the fields of both
human and artificial Intelligence in the creation
of an even higher-order intelligent system of
systems, to explore extremely complex
problem sets?
Bill Seaman is Professor of Computational
Media, Arts and Cultures, Duke University, a
member of the Duke Institute for Brain
Sciences, and author/editor of The Architecture
of Ideas: The Life and Work of Ranulph
Glanville, Cybernetician.

Janet McIntyre-Mills - Balancing
Individualism and Collectivism: A
Multispecies Approach
The root causes of the big issues of the day:
poverty, climate change and pandemics are
lack of representation of multiple species, lack
of accountability and the need for regeneration
and sustainability which impacts food, water
and energy insecurity. The paper makes the
case that working with Indigenous people
to protect forests is vital for our
survival: indigenous forests absorb carbon and
provide rich habitat for biological diversity and
are more resilient than plantations that follow
so-called ‘monocultures’.

Janet McIntyre-Mills is a retired academic: Adjunct Visiting Research Fellow, Adelaide
University; Adjunct Associate Professor, Flinders University; Adjunct Professor
Extraordinarius, University of South Africa; Research Associate, Universitas Padjadjaran.

David Holmgren - Permaculture: Systems
Design For The Energy Descent Future
In this keynote, I will outline the diverse
influences on, and evolution of, permaculture
as a design system, and reflect on how
permaculture represents an under-recognised
way in which the complexity and abstraction of
system science has influenced society in ways
which are: bottom up rather than top down,
accessible and practical rather than obscure
and theoretical, resource frugal rather than
resource intensive, conceptually promiscuous
rather than supportive of dominant structures
and paradigms.
David Holmgren is the co-originator of the
permaculture concept following publication of
Permaculture One, co-authored with Bill
Mollison in 1978.

 Holistic SIG Workshop at the Conference 

The Search to Include the Dark Side Creates more Holistic Systems Approaches

A bias towards the light side, inherited from the Age of Enlightenment, is preventing systems
from dealing effectively with the largest issues we face, e.g. of lack of attention to wholes, e.g.
earth systems, abuse of power at all levels from global to local, in all spheres e.g., social,
political and technical.

Since the Corvallis Conference, the SIEL SIG has been working with Peter Tuddenham's
Systems Literacy and Gary Smith’s Systems Integration to add a third level to Bill Smith’s AIC
natural systems organizing process. The results add a third level to Bills, Purpose, and Power
emphasis –the discovery that Order matters. It is the order of purpose and power elements that
allows the organizing process to adapt in ways that include the sub-conscious contributions to
the dark side of systems. The research also suggests the existence of stem-systems that move
Systems Integration to Systems Coherence and Systems Literacy to the creation of a “Periodic
Table of Living System Elements”. 

Three workshops focus on the practical implications of their thinking for individual ISSS
members, SIG groups, and implications for the ISSS organization use AIC Color Maps to reveal
the resulting patterns of lightness and darkness. The workshops will be presented on July, 8, 9,
and 10 at 3:00 pm EDT.

 News from the ISSS Board of Directors 

 Please be advised of the following meetings of the Society.  

Board of Directors Meeting: July 11, 8-9 am Mountain Time
ISSS Annual Members Meeting July 11 10am -12pm Mountain time

Additional Time Zone information, Zoom links and agenda are found at the links below. 

https://www.isss.org/editor_upload/File/ISSS%20BOD%202022.docx
https://www.isss.org/editor_upload/File/ISSS%20Member%20Meeting%202022%20Agenda.doc

x
For Time zone conversion, I suggest this website.

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
Thank you and we look forward to seeing you there.

 
Jennifer Makar, VP Administration 

 ISSS Elections - Your Vote is Important 
Please check your email (and the spam folders) for your login details to vote in this year’s
elections.  The election opened from Monday 20 June 2022 PST  and closes at 11.59 pm PST
Sunday (midnight) 3rd July 2022.

As a member of the International Society for the Systems Sciences (ISSS), you are entitled to:
·       submit nominations for society officers as prescribed by the ISSS bylaws;
·       vote in the election of society officers and directors (Bylaw 3.3)

As per Bylaw 4.3.2 Annual Election, the general membership shall elect the Society officers.
Elections shall be conducted by electronic ballot: https://vote.electionrunner.com/election/KIaqy

This year, the Nominating Committee requested and received nominations from the general
membership, the Council, the Board of Trustees and the Board of Directors for the following
positions:

President-Elect 2022-2023:
·         Michele Friend
·         Yiannis Laouris

Vice-President for Communication and Systems Education - confirmation vote
·         Daniel Ari Friedman

Vice-President for Membership and Public Relations - confirmation vote
·         Haider Al-Shareefy

Vice-President for Research and Publications - confirmation vote
·         Javier Calvo-Amodio

Any queries or issues, please contact Delia Pembrey MacNamara, Chair, Nominating Committee
2022: deliamacnamara@gmail.com

 SIG in Fous - SIEL (LESI) 
Holism of Purpose and Balance of Power, From Stem to Natural and Ideal Systems

William E. Smith and Michele Friend
A bias towards the light side, inherited from the Age of Enlightenment, is preventing systems
from dealing effectively with the largest issues we face:
1) Lack of attention to wholes, e.g. earth systems, the sub-conscious fields, and the whole
human medium through which all system ideas are processed.
2) Abuse of power at all levels from global to local, in all spheres e.g., social, political, and
technical.
3) Lack of coherence in multidimensional systems.
Since the Corvallis Conference, the SIEL (LESI) SIG has been working with Peter Tuddenham’s
Systems Literacy and Gary Smith’s Systems Integration to add a third level to the AIC
(appreciation, influence, and control) natural systems organizing process.
The AIC philosophy had already discovered and used nine types of organization based on three
types of purpose (A, I, and C) and three types of power (a, i, and c). With Gary Smith’s group, we
discovered that the nine ideal types could produce 9 factorial (362,880) different orders of
purposeful system. Each type would be one of those thousands of Natural Systems. 

In the chart above we have ordered the nine purpose/power functions in a way that optimizes
appreciation - openness, freedom - and minimizes control - closedness and constraint. Its order
moves from A-a to C-c. If we were to open the Practice (C-c) system type, the last in the table,
its nine functions would generate the exact opposite ordering. It would move from C-c control-
constraint and darkness to A-a - openness, freedom, and light.

Perhaps the most exciting discovery was that while each of the nine ideal systems has different
orders of function, they all have one function in common. The Political function I-i is always in the
center cell 5 of an ideal system. Even more telling, is that if we break out the I-i function into its
nine functions the resulting order has the same properties as a magic square. The stem-system
gives equal weight in every row column and diagonal to A, I, and C purposes, and to a, i, and c
powers.

The three workshops demonstrate how the stem-system properties enable us to produce a five-
dimensional organizing process that helps us to understand, map, design, and create systems
that directly address the major issues identified at the beginning of this abstract. The stem
system supplies exactly what is missing in the evolution of our organization and systems
approaches. It gives us a holism of purpose, i.e. uses all nine purpose functions, and also a
balance of power at each level of organization (rows, columns, and diagonals). 

The table above illustrates how we can use our 3 x 3 AIC matrix to add a third, fourth and fifth
dimension to our two-dimensional chart.   Cell 5 provides us with our stem-system that initiates a
process with holism of purpose and balance of power.

 SIG Focus - ISSS Dialogue Group 

How effective or ineffective are Dialogue techniques today?
Dialogue techniques are widely and regularly used by systems science and systems thinking
practitioners to collect knowledge from participants in the systems they are planning or
evaluating.
The ISSS Dialogue Group is seeking to explore the status and value of Dialogue techniques for
the sharing of knowledge following the claims of some scholars suggesting the techniques
entrench bias, camouflage valid criticism, and suppress alternative perspectives. To progress
this exploration the Group is asking systems practitioners who use or participate in Dialogue
activities to share short stories (250-300 words) about their experiences.
Two activities have been arranged to facilitate the collection of stories, one is the conducting of a
Dialogue Workshop at the forthcoming ISSS online Conference and the second an internet
collection process using the WindTunneling software that can be accessed via the link below.
The software is designed to provide anonymity to contributors but make all contributions
transparent to all other contributors. Contributors can use English to write their story or their
preferred language. If you have experience with Dialogue, please share your story.
At the ISSS Conference Workshop you will share your short stories with other participants and
listen to theirs before engaging in a critical conversation about the effectiveness or otherwise of
Dialogue techniques today. Those who have time only to drop in and tell their story and leave are
welcome.
More information on this initiative is available from Marty Jacobs, marty.jacobs.sis@gmail.com or

Bruce McKenzie bruce@besystemics.com 
The WindTunneling software link is https://join.windtunneling.com/ 

 News from the Book Club 

The ISSS Book Club will reconvene on July 21 from 12:30 - 2:00 Eastern time. We will be
starting back up from where we left off in Stafford Beer’s book The Heart of Enterprise. Here are
the reading assignments:

July 21: Chapters 4-6 (Note: we read Chapters 1-3 in January)

August 18: Chapters 7-10

September 15: Chapter 11-13

October 20: Chapter 14 - Note One

November 17: Note Two - Note Five

Please contact Marty Jacobs at marty.jacobs.sis@gmail.com if you have any questions or would
like to be added to the email list for the book club.

Happy reading!

 Systems Science Events in July 
• INCOSE/GfSE 
Webinar 9: How to learn Systems Engineering
July 6th 11am-12pm ET
https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/07/06/default-calendar/incose-
gfse-webinar-9-how-to-learn-systems-engineering

• International Society for Systems Sciences
2022 Conference “Advances in Systems Sciences and Systems Practices”
7th-11th July 
https://web.cvent.com/event/ace397ec-5052-469b-8949-f1d046e5478e/summary

• Systems at Play
An Open Systems Thinking Perspective on Agile Transformation
7th July 9am-10.30am BST
https://stream.syscoi.com/2022/06/17/an-open-systems-thinking-perspective-on-agile-
transformation-thu-jul-7-2022-9am-bst/
sign up at
https://www.meetup.com/systems-at-play/events/286605171/

• New System Alliance
Conversations that Challenge: Failure: Does fear hold us back from changing systems?
7th July 12pm-1pm BST
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/failure-does-fear-hold-us-back-from-changing-systems-tickets-
360421017967

• Financial Services Club
How should central bank conflicts by managed? 
Speakers include Prof Charles Goodhart, Prof Willem Buiter, Dr Andrew Hilton, Dr Shann
Turnbull
7th July 3pm-4pm BST
https://fsclub.zyen.com/events/all-events/how-should-central-bank-conflicts-be-managed/

• SCiO UK
SCiO UK Virtual Open Meeting: featuring a discussion from 1) Systems leadership, change,
theory and pracctice - Benjamin Taylor 2) When unfreeze-move-refreeze isnt working: Doing,
thinking and making via systems changes learning- David Ing
11th July 6.30pm-8.30pm BST
https://www.systemspractice.org/events/scio-virtual-open-meeting-july-2022

• ImpACT Research Group
Growing workforce capacity and capabilities for system leadership
12th July 12pm-1pm BST
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/growing-workforce-capacity-capabilities-for-system-leadership-
tickets-344655432677

• Systems Dynamics Society
2022 International System Dynamics Conference
18th-22nd July
https://systemdynamics.org/event/2022-international-system-dynamics-conference/

 Ross Ashby Archives Now Available 

Mick Ashby, grandson of Ross Ashby, asked ISSS to take over the webhosting and curation of
the Ross Ashby archives. Over May and June we have successfully moved the site to its new
home on the ISSS servers. The new web address is https://ashby.info
There are thousands of pages of reading on the site. It is a treasure trove of the life of one of the
original thinkers and writers on Cybernetics and Systems.

 Invitation to Join the Newsletter Editorial Team 

We started the newsletter in the final quarter of last year to provide a vehicle for monthly
reflection on the activities of the society. The first three issues were well received and the Board
of Directors supports the newsletter as a means to support the purpose and objectives of the
society. As stated in the by-laws, the purpose of the society is:

The overall purpose of the ISSS is to promote the development of conceptual frameworks based
on general system theory, as well as their implementation in practice. It further seeks to
encourage research and facilitate communication between and among scientists and
professionals from various disciplines and professions at local, regional, national, and
international levels.

The newsletter seeks to support the final sentence of this statement.  To encourage
contributions, we started regular features in order to provide guidance on the type of information
we want to communicate. These are listed on the first page of each newsletter and members are
invited to provide information to the editorial team.

To ensure sustainability and equal opportunity, it is important to form an editorial team for the
newsletter. I hereby invite any ISSS member to become part of the editorial team of the
newsletter. Editorial team members should  be especially enthusiastic about the latter part of the
purpose statement quoted above. Please contact me at newsletter@isss.org if you are
interested in joining the team.

Roelien Goede

Editor and President-Elect

 Thanks to all the contributors! 

Roelien Goede,  Louise McCulloch, John Challoner
Editorial Team

 To contribute to event lists or any other section, please send an email with sufficient detail to: 
 newsletter@isss.org
 To receive this newsletter you must sign up on our main isss.org page under
"Newsletter  Sign Up". 
 


