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Message from the President  

Greetings Systemists,

This year has seemed to fly by. We've had so many more
activities and interactions going on throughout the year and
many of us on the Board have been sensing the elevated levels
of energy and enthusiasm in the membership. It’s a good vibe
to go into the annual meeting with.

I can now speak with experience vis-a-vis COVID-19. It was the
worst flu-like symptoms I have ever had. Thankfully, I had my
two jabs plus a booster. And ironically enough I was planning to
get a second booster when my nose started running! In any
case, I'm afraid I lost some time and probably a few emails. So
if you were trying to contact me from April 11 to the 19th and I
didn't respond please try again. The brain fog is much subsided!

The Saturday morning/Wednesday afternoon sessions will
continue through the first week in June. We've got several Past
Presidents lined up along with another mini-symposium and an
open-mic session. Be sure to check the ISSS Calendar
(https://www.isss.org/calendar/) to see what is coming. We're
not planning any more sessions as we gear up for the
conference. But I expect we will continue with something like
these sessions after a summer break. Stay tuned.

Keeping track of time zones, especially when zones change to
daylight savings (or back) can be challenging. A few folks have
missed some sessions or came in late due to those changes
occurring on different schedules around the world. I've been
using this time zone converter which seems to keep track of
every locations peculiarities. It handles the International
Dateline nicely.
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html. If you
aren't already using a tool like this, I recommend you bookmark
this site. Zoom does try to convert times but may not always
show a location relevant to your situation.

Looking forward to seeing you all in July.

George

International Society for the Systems Sciences 
66th Annual Conference : 7-11 July 2022

 Advances in Systems Sciences and Systems Practice 

Important Links:

Invitational Video by George Mobus
Call for Papers with dates
Conference Website and Registration

Important Dates for Online Conference 2022:

May 15, 2022. Deadline for abstracts of papers for double peer-reviewed sessions  
May 30, 2022. Notification of abstract acceptance and invitation of full papers for double
peer-reviewed sessions.
June 1, 2022.The final deadline for abstracts of developing work sessions, recognizing
that abstracts may not be developed into full papers for this conference. 
June 1, 2022. The deadline for poster abstract submission. No more than 3 posters may
be submitted.  
June 1, 2022. The deadline for panel, workshop, and stream proposals. 
June 15, 2022. The deadline for full papers for Category 1, double peer-reviewed
sessions. 

Conference Conversations:
Questions, suggestions, or anything you'd like to discuss about the upcoming ISSS conference?
Please get in touch! conference@isss.org

Howard Silverman, 2021-2 VP Conferences

 Upcoming SRBS Special Issue

Detail copied from SRBS homepage

Call for Special Issue Papers: Systemic Innovation

For complete call for papers see here.

Topic suggestions for special issue:

The use of systems methodologies and methods to support systemic innovation. • The value of
different systems thinking concepts in systemic innovation. • The relevance of complexity
science, network theory and cybernetics. • Stakeholder identification, engagement and power
relations in systemic innovation. • The role of systemic innovation in community engagement and
social innovation. • Industrial, service and business ecosystem innovation. • Systemic innovation
in the context of institutional or societal transformation and transitions. • The role of systemic
action research. • Embedding systems thinking and systemic innovation capacity in and across
organizations. • Multi-scale systemic innovation and the modeling of organizational networks. •
Cross-sector systemic innovation (e.g., private, public and third sector). • Systemic policy
initiatives to enable innovation across organizational boundaries. • Systemic value co-creation. •
Value/business model development in systemic innovation. • The ethics of systemic innovation. •
Systemic innovation in complex, large-scale projects. • Case studies of practice, drawing out
lessons for future systemic innovation initiatives.

Submission Deadline: 31 May 2022

Please note all special issue papers must be submitted through the ScholarOne
site: https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/srbs

SIG in Focus: Holistic Systems

To bring you up to date on the Holistic Systems SIG.

We began meeting on January 3, 2022. We have 10 members and meet every second week for
an hour. We do not record the sessions, but we do keep minutes. Each meeting is one hour in
length and we have been meeting Monday at 8pm GMT. Each meeting begins with a short focus
presentation followed by discussion. We have been known to invite visiting presenters. The
topics have been communication, control, holons, tensegrity, SIG process, System type
modelling, “The Holistic Glues of Nature: Emergent Tensegrity and Integral Design (Ghosts in the
System)”, and Models. We are aware that as a SIG we need to facilitate the Conference, but we
don't have any specific proposals yet. All readers are invited to join the SIG and contribute!

Peace and love,

Robert Johannson

Welcome to our new ISSS members
We sent an email to all members who joined in 2022 and the following new members

participated in a fun question answer survey. We welcome you to the society. All new members

who received the invite to participate are welcome to submit their detail. We will feature every

month a few new members. To join the ISSS simply go to ISSS.org/Register/

Daniel Callo-Concha

How did your interest in systems develop?

In my MSc I worked on measuring carbon
sequestration in agroforestry and for my PhD
wanted to work on biodiversity. Then realized
that the scope of the task exceeded the
technical part and a broader, interdisciplinary
perspective was needed. That was almost 20
years ago. Since then slid naturally on systemic
premises. Now, most of my work is driven by it. 

 Are you interested in a specific field of systems
thinking - which one?

I work on research for development: doing
science to satisfy peoples' needs, specially of
the less fortunate of us. My take on systems is
pragmatic, I think that systems thinking is not
only scientifically and methodologically more
appropriate, but socially and morally reality-
grounded to better (attempt to) solve real-
world problems.

 
In which industry do you work and in which
role?

I am scientist at the University of Koblenz-
Landau, and associated researcher at the
University of Bonn, both in Germany. Besides, I
am visiting professor in some universities in
countries of Latin America and sub-Saharan
Africa.

There is more of what I do
here: https://www.danielcallo-concha.com/

What is your proudest accomplishment?

It is rather a work-in-progress: my 4 year-old
son, Damian

 Tell us about your favourite quote if you have
one.

"We must do stuff"

 What’s your favourite movie?

The horse's mouth.

Dave Thawley

I've been a (hard) systems engineer for 35
years. The systems I'm developing have
become complex as well as complicated and I
need new tools to manage the complexity
because reductionism is leaving some quite big
gaps in functionality which is causing big
problems when we try and get the system up
and running.

I think my natural fit is system dynamics and
systems engineering. These are just not up to
the job with some of the big transport systems
I'm working on so I am looking at anything that
can help. I'm using VSM to analyze the
processes we follow to so deficiencies and I am
interested in aspects of Strategic Assumption
Surfacing. I am looking for practical solutions to
problems so I am looking at anything and
everything to see if it is useful. 

In which industry do you work and in which
role?

At the moment I am working in the rail industry
on High Speed 2 which is the first long-distance
high-speed train in the UK. My job title is
Functional Integration Engineer and I'm
responsible for knitting together all aspects of
the railway system to ensure that all the parts
will work together when they are integrated.

 What is your proudest accomplishment?

I think my proudest work accomplishment was
writing the software for the HVDC converter
which controls the HVDC link between the
Lower Churchill Hydropower station in
Labrador to the people of Newfoundland.  My
proudest personal accomplishment are my two
children :-) 

What causes are you passionate about?

I am very interested in political reform and
shaping a society that works for everyone and
not just the top 0.1%.

 

Organisation in Focus: Waters Center for Systems
Thinking 

The non-profit Waters Center for Systems Thinking is an
internationally recognized leader in systems thinking capacity
building. Through virtual and in-person learning opportunities,
Waters Center makes systems thinking accessible, impactful,
and relevant across all generations and geographies.

The Habits of a Systems Thinker make up the foundation of the Waters Center approach. Each
Habit describes ways of thinking about how systems work and how actions can impact results
over time. Together, all 14 Habits encompass a spectrum of strategies that foster problem-
solving and thoughtful reflection about systems of interest. The Waters Center approach and
resources help people understand what systems thinking is and how to incorporate the Habits,
tools and concepts of systems thinking into their life and work to achieve desired results.

The Waters Center’s Thinking Tools Studio is a free, online, asynchronous learning space, that
helps people learn and apply the fundamentals of systems thinking.  The Studio features
courses and resources suitable for new learners, seasoned practitioners, and everyone in
between. The Center also offers an Advanced Facilitator Credential program that is application
and competency-based.

For over 30 years, Waters Center resources and programs have helped thousands of people
from around the world learn, teach, and lead with confidence through the application of systems
thinking.

Tracy Benson

tracy.benson@waterscenterst.org

News from the Book Club

The ISSS Book Club’s next meeting is on May 19 from 12:30-2:00 pm EDT. We will be finishing
Victor MacGill’s book, From Violence to Love: Using Systems Wisdom to Live Beyond Violence,
reading chapters 9-12. The book can be found at the following links:

https://1drv.ms/w/s!Avm8B6xFLGnEhMRymT48hXrcKc8hlg?e=h5Usqe DOCX

https://1drv.ms/b/s!Avm8B6xFLGnEhMU0bp-fP-ROXWKl9A?e=VM1b2Z PDF

There will be no meeting in June, and in July we will pick up where we left off with Stafford
Beer’s book, The Heart of Enterprise. Here are the reading assignments:

July 21: Chapters 4-6 (Note: we read Chapters 1-3 in January)

August 18: Chapters 7-10

September 15: Chapter 11-13

October 20: Chapter 14 - Note One

November 17: Note Two - Note Five

If you are interested in joining the Book Club, please contact Marty Jacobs
at marty.jacobs.sis@gmail.com. Please remember that this is a members only benefit, so if you
want to join the conversation, please consider joining ISSS.

 New Book on Systems Psychodynamics 

An Introduction to Systems Psychodynamics: consultancy, research and training

Mannie Sher & David Lawlor (2022) 

Book description from Routledge:

This book provides an introduction to systems psychodynamic theory and its application to
organisational consultancy, research and training, outlining systems dynamics methods and their
historical and theoretical developments.

Systems Psychodynamics is an emerging field of social science, the boundaries of which are
continually being refined and re-defined. The ‘systems’ designation refers to open systems
concepts that provide the framing perspective for understanding the structural aspects of
organisational systems. These include its design, division of labour, levels of authority, and
reporting relationships; the nature of work tasks, processes and activities; its mission and
primary task; and the nature and patterning of the organisation’s task and sentient boundaries
and the transactions across them. This book presents a critical appraisal of the systems
psychodynamics paradigm and its application to present-day social and organisational
difficulties, showing how a holistic approach to organisational and social problems can offer a
fresh perspective on difficult issues. Bringing together the theory and practice of systems
psychodynamics for the first time, this book provides an examination of the systems
psychodynamics paradigm in action.

This book gives an accessible and thorough guide to understanding and using systems
psychodynamic ideas for analysts, managers, policy makers, consultants and researchers in a
wide range of professional and clinical settings.

https://www.routledge.com/An-Introduction-to-Systems-Psychodynamics-Consultancy-Research-
and-Training/Lawlor-Sher/p/book/9781032020150

Review of the book: https://www.tavinstitute.org/news/book-launch-an-introduction-to-systems-
psychodynamics/

 Upcoming Systems Conferences 

Relating Systems Thinking and Design (RSD11)

11th Symposium: Possibilities and Practices of Systemic Design

Online and in person, hosted by the University of Brighton, Brighton, UK, 13-16 October 2022.

General call for papers: https://rsdsymposium.org/rsd11-call-for-papers/

Focus sessions call: https://rsdsymposium.org/rsd11-focus-sessions/

There will be a later call for interactive sessions and exhibition contributions

Systems Science Events in May
          

Metaphorum WEBINAR series 2022

Prof. Jose Perez-Rios - How to make a fast diagnosis of a complex organization with
Organizational Cybernetics? Framework and Tools. 

4th May 5:00-6:30 pm (GMT summer time)

https://metaphorum.org/metaphorum-webinar-series

INCOSE/GfSE

STAMP/STPA – A Systems Theory Approach to Analyze Security Concerns

4th May 11am-12pm ET

https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/05/04/default-calendar/incose-
gfse-webinar-7-stamp-stpa-a-systems-theory-approach-to-analyze-security-concerns

INCOSE

INCOSE AI Systems Working Group Webinar      

INCOSE AI Explorer - AI Explainability and AI in Sci-Fi

4th May 10am ET

https://incose-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0qc-2qrD8rH9d87p__XW1k7r5K1D7nmpkU

INCOSE/Chicagoland

INCOSE Chicagoland Spring Tutorial 2022    

Lifecycle Concepts and Needs Definition Group Project

7th/12th/21st May

https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/05/07/default-
calendar/chicagoland-presents-lifecycle-concepts-and-needs-definition-group-project

INCOSE

Online Tutorial: Verification and Validation in Engineering Simulation

10th-12th May

https://www.nafems.org/events/nafems/2022/verification-and-validation-in-engineering-
simulation-online-01/

Cornell University

2022 Cornell University International Systems Thinking Conference

12th to 13th May

https://blogs.cornell.edu/systemsthinking/conference/

Drs. Derek and Laura Cabrera of Cornell University are excited to invite you to attend the 2022
International Cornell University Systems Thinking Conference. The conference is being held
virtually (LIVE ONLINE) on May 12-13, 2022 from 9am to 4:30pm EST. You can learn more
about each of our featured speakers and panels here. This conference is for novices and experts
alike, and there is no charge for attendance. A wide range of topics will be covered, from
complexity to leadership to sustainability, among others.

Systems Innovation Conference

13th to 14th May

https://www.systemsinnovation.io/conference

American Society for Cybernetics

ASC Speakers Series (Speaker to be confirmed)

15th May 12-1.30pm (ET)

https://asc-cybernetics.org/events/

SCiO UK

SCiO UK Virtual Open Meeting: featuring a discussion from

System Thinking and Adult Development in a Community Development Setting - Esther Hall and

How do we transform a zombie organisation into a conscious collective? Stephen J Brewis

16th May 2022 18:30–20:30 GMT+1

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scio-virtual-open-meeting-may-2022-tickets-311087409817

Systems Dynamics Society

Using System Dynamics to Teach and Learn about COVID-19

18th May 2022 11am-12.30 EDT

https://systemdynamics.org/event/using-system-dynamics-simulation-to-teach-and-learn-about-
covid-19/

Metaphorum WEBINAR series 2022

Roger Duck and Jane Searles

Designing Freedom Together

25th May 2022 15:00-6:30 pm (BST)

https://metaphorum.org/metaphorum-webinar-series

Invitation to join the Newsletter Editorial Team

We started the newsletter in the final quarter of last year to provide a vehicle for monthly
reflection on the activities of the society. The first three issues were well received and the Board
of Directors supports the newsletter as a means to support the purpose and objectives of the
society. As stated in the by-laws, the purpose of the society is:

The overall purpose of the ISSS is to promote the development of conceptual frameworks based
on general system theory, as well as their implementation in practice. It further seeks to
encourage research and facilitate communication between and among scientists and
professionals from various disciplines and professions at local, regional, national, and
international levels.

The newsletter seeks to support the final sentence of this statement.  To encourage
contributions, we started regular features in order to provide guidance on the type of information
we want to communicate. These are listed on the first page of each newsletter and members are
invited to provide information to the editorial team.

To ensure sustainability and equal opportunity, it is important to form an editorial team for the
newsletter. I hereby invite any ISSS member to become part of the editorial team of the
newsletter. Editorial team members should  be especially enthusiastic about the latter part of the
purpose statement quoted above. Please contact me at newsletter@isss.org if you are
interested in joining the team.

Roelien Goede

Editor and President-Elect

Thanks to all the contributors!

Roelien Goede,  Louise McCulloch
Editorial Team

 To contribute to event lists or any other section, please send an email with sufficient detail to: 
 newsletter@isss.org
 To receive this newsletter you must sign up on our main isss.org page under
"Newsletter  Sign Up". 
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