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Be part of our community  

Visit our web page 
https://www.ISSS.org 
Join our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/syste
ms.sciences 
 
For news and content suggestions 
please contact: 
Roelien.goede@nwu.ac.za 
 
Next issue: 
November 2021 
 

A Message from the President 2021-22  

 
Greetings fellow systemists.  
 
I am excited for the coming year because we have 
seen our society rapidly adapt to some 
unprecedented global challenges due to the 
pandemic. We just completed our first ever on-
line conference which saw a record number of 
participants compared with recent years. Our 
membership has grown. And the popularity of our 
weekly on-line mini symposia (originally called SIG 
sessions) has grown considerably. Those sessions 
have provided membership with a continuing 
engagement with one another throughout the 
year. Altogether the society has demonstrated its 
viability and value. It has gained momentum 
toward innovations in activities and opportunities 
for members to participate in new and continuing 
projects to further systems research and action. 
The Board of Directors is primed for a year of 
action, bringing to life the promise of a vibrant 
society, and supporting an engaged membership. I 
look forward to working with them and you to 
bring systems literacy to the wider world and 
furthering our understanding of systems sciences 
and systems practice. 
 
George Mobus 
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ISSS Online conference 2021 
The Art and Science of the Impossible: The Human Experience 

The year 2020 was year like no other. It's been a challenging 18 months as a result of the COVID19 
pandemic and the collective international response to implement lockdowns. It was a year that saw the 
cancellation of the #ISSS2020 Stellenbosch meeting in South Africa and the delayed handover of my 
Presidential term in late August 2020.   

However, the COVID19 pandemic came with a silver lining. Activities initiated early in my ISSS 
Board career became a reality as members turned to meeting, connecting and collaborating online using 
Zoom.   

This year, we originally planned to have the conference in Hull, United Kingdom, one of the 
recognized hubs of systems sciences.  In the last week of January decided to move this year’s conference, 
The Art and Science of the Impossible: The Human Experience, fully online and bring it back into a known 
rhythm we.  It was a good decision. 

I’d like to acknowledge Jennifer Wilby, David Ing, Alexander Laszlo, John Kineman, and Peter 
Tuddenham who piloted online and hybrid conferences for the society over the past 10 years.  With most 
members now online and participating virtually, this year saw an excellent attendance at very first 24/7 
international virtual conference of the International Society for the system sciences. The adoption of 
CVENT for the Society’s first fully online virtual conference is a fantastic development for the society.   

As you can imagine, to pull together the conference in such a short time required teamwork.  I 
would like to thank Jennifer Makar, Peter Tuddenham and the board of directors in setting up this first 
fully virtual conference, including the review of paper submissions.  We received excellent feedback as 
“enjoyable” and it was wonderful to reconnect with so many faces and ideas virtually.   

On behalf of the society I would like to thank Tomas Wong and the generous sponsorship from 
Ancient Balance Medicine Education Centre. An anonymous donor from Macau, China, contributed to the 
Ancient Balance Medicine Research and Education Fund Foundation Ltd. to support the centre and its 
continued research into Chinese medicine. 

I would like to thank all our plenary speakers, those who submitted papers and those who 
presented their papers, workshops, and panels. Your contributions engaged, enlightened and generated 
ponderings to the new developments in the world of systems and cybernetics.  

This year we had 165 attendees, 82 sessions, 5 special tracks, engaging panels, innovative 
workshops and enlightening presentations.  All presentations are available on the ISSS website to 
members (hyperlink) and some presentations have been made publicly available (hyperlink).  

The conference commenced with a nine-hour session led by Thomas Wong, followed by a 
conversation with Professor David Snowden and delving into sensemaking and Cynefin sponsored by the 
Australia New Zealand Systems (ANZSYS) Group.  Christopher Chase from Japan gave a plenary on 
imagination, science and the art of systems thinking providing a comprehensive overview of systems ideas 
and systemics.  

Paul Pangoro and Ben Sweeting, American Society for Cybernetics and John Beckford, from the 
British Cybernetics Society, and their team organised three specialist cybernetics tracks with an outcome 
to continue discussions at the #NewMacy virtual meetings and further development of Critical 
Cybernetics. 

 

https://www.isss.org/online-2021-members/
https://www.isss.org/online-2021-public/
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Our partner systems communities were represented by Professor Felix Tretter, from the Bertalanffy 
Center for the Study of Systems Science (BCSSS) and Bavarian Academy for Addiction and Health Issues, and 
Professor Pam Buckle and Professor Rika Preiser, from the International Federation of Systems Research (IFSR).  
We learned about the developments and opportunities of International Council of Systems Engineering 
(INCOSE) from President, Kerry Lunney, as well as partnering with INCOSE to deliver the INCOSE/ISSS Systems 
Engineering track.   Other tracks included progressing the collective integrative work led by Gary Smith, William 
Smith and George Mobus are all great contributions. 

Other contributions included Nora Bateson from the international Bateson Institute, with the launch of 
a new concept, aphanipoiesis, and the invitation to develop the concept further; Anthony Hodgson, 
introducing a transdisciplinary concept, anticipatory present moment, a new paradigm that incorporates 
empirical evidence, cognitive modelling and future consciousness with anticipatory systems; and Daniel Dick 
providing and insight into ‘Men, Masculinity and God’ in the 21st century.  Ms Nnaumrata Singh, Dr. Sue 
Gabriele and Dr Marty Jacobs also led our first all-women led panel to explore tools to empower inclusion and 
collective wisdom in ‘the future is humanistic: compassion in systems thinking – circles, dialogues and 
roundtables’. 

It is an exciting time to be involved in systems and cybernetics.  It is developing and adapting to 
respond to the socio-cybernetic intelligent era.  It is a significant opportunity for the Society to connect with 
governments, Centres of Excellence while aligning our goals and purpose with global initiatives such as the 
United Nations Sustainability Development Goals and government artificial intelligence ethics and enterprise 
endeavors.  In doing so, the Society might be able to deliver to international goals to deliver glocal (global-
local) impact. 

While ISSS2021 Online was a success for most, I noticed reduced quality connections from Russia, India 
and Argentina ... and these are just the technical boundaries to inclusion. As we progress, we need to think 
about those that have limited and constrained digital access so that technological progress does not to 
contribute to the digital divide, unintended exclusion and marginalisation.  As more interaction and operations 
move online, security, data privacy, data loss, ethics, and more need to be considered, anticipated and 
adjusted. The great news is that these are great topics, plenaries such as Professor Gerald Midgley’s ‘systems 
theory of marginalisation’, a wonderful membership and partnerships to progress this. 

I'd like to thank Shankar, as Past President, for helping with the elections, the nominations, the 
publications, the development and support with Dr Terrence Love to reinvigorate the Australia New Zealand 
Systems (ANZSYS) Group and your energy. We look forward to seeing you in the future in your capacity as a 
Trustee.  Thank you again. 

I would like to thank the Board of Directors, Board of Trustees, Council and members for their 
continued support, enthusiasm and passion for systems, its community and its activities. 

For myself, the ISSS2021 Online meeting delivered a lot of good outcomes in the form of "turning 
points" for the society to move into the digital era. We have a lot of work to do, with the officers and 
membership, and I'm looking forward to supporting George in his forthcoming Presidential term, Roelien 
Goede, President-Elect, the membership and Board of Directors in 2021-2022. 

I paraphrase what I heard a member say at a Roundtable, when we start to think of the impossible, the 
brain has a way of wanting to solve the "problem" to make it possible. 
 
Thank you again.  
Delia Pembrey MacNamara, Past-President 2020-21 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIG  News 
• A new SIG in the making: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) in the Systems Sciences. The goals of DEI 

are: 
• Creating a better, equitable world for everyone 
• Advancing an inclusive culture 
• Improving organizational effectiveness 

The purpose of this SIG is to (1) share research in the field of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion particularly 
as it relates to the Systems Sciences;  (2) share examples of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion applications; 
and  (3) examine how both the ISSS and the larger systems community can increase Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion within and across their organizations. 

Please contact Marty if you are interested in this topic. marty.jacobs.sis@gmail.com 

• A message from Jamie Rose (shortened): "ISSS colleagues:    One of the formal SIGs which has been missing 
since SGSR/ISSS formed in 1956 is a dedicated Mathematics SIG in the broadest scope ... to umbrella theory 
and local fields applications.  More than a tool for separate topics and modelling 
 I am asking ISSS members to email me to voice formal support for my effort to establish a "Mathematics 
of General Systems" SIG to explore and coordinate this synthesis effort of all our varied research and 
explorations.     
Math is the 'language of science' and peer groups in Complexity, Cybernetics, Semiotics, Engineering and 
Information Theory etc are given stronger credence than ISSS presentations because they offer 
coordinated mathematical analysis along with discursive analysis.  We desperately need this centralized 
SIG as we move forward to strengthen GTS in the scientific literature and conversations.  
James [Jamie] Rose  integrity@prodigy.net  

 

News from our Book Club 
The ISSS book club is off to a wonderful start! We finished our first book, The Hidden Power of Systems 
Thinking, in July with a lively discussion with authors Ray Ison and Ed Straw. You can listen to the recording 
here: https://www.isss.org/isss-book-club/. We are currently reading The Science of Synthesis by our very 
own Debora Hammond, who joins us in the discussion. Up next in November is Free Will by Sam Harris, and 
in January we will be starting Stafford Beer’s The Heart of Enterprise. Come join the fun! For more 
information, contact Marty Jacobs at marty.jacobs.sis@gmail.com.  

 
New idea for the Saturday / Wednesday Mini Symposia 

We are going to try an experiment. Since we do not have a continuous schedule of speakers for every week, 
we thought it might be nice to have some of the sessions with an "Open-mic" format. Members may propose 
a topical question they would like to discuss with the other members. If we get a proposal in time, we'll 
announce it and members can think about it before the session. These are not meant to be 'presentations' 
followed by Q&A. Rather someone asks a question, and we get comments. If this works, we can do this once 
or more a month, whenever we haven't lined up a presenter. 
To start things off, this coming Saturday, Sept. 18 and Wednesday, Sept. 22, I would like to pose a question 
to the group: What is your view of doing a "proper" systems analysis before trying to solve a problem? I'd 
like to hear other people's views of this subject. In talking to a number of folks over the years about it, I've 
gotten the impression that there are many different approaches even within the same problem domain. 
George Mobus 

 

mailto:marty.jacobs.sis@gmail.com
mailto:integrity@prodigy.net
https://www.isss.org/isss-book-club/
mailto:marty.jacobs.sis@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should one join the ISSS? 
When promoting the ISSS we are often asked: What are the benefits of joining. Peter Tuddenham – our 
Web guru provided the following answer: 

Benefits of Joining ISSS. 
 

1. Members live around the world. As a member you have access to the Member Directory for 
networking. 

  
2. You can join one or more of the many Special Integration Groups to support your research and 

application interests. 
  

3. Regular Zoom meetings and webinars throughout the year on different systems topics. 
  

4. The ISSS website is treasure trove of resources. As a member you have access to all the General 
Systems Yearbooks from 1956 on, as well regular Bulletins. They contain a wealth of information 
documenting the evolution of systems thinking, systems science, methodologies and applications. 

  
5. One of the founders of the ISSS and the author of Living Systems Theory, James Grier Miller, 

recorded 18 interviews with leading systems scholars including many Nobel Prize winners, as a 
member you can watch those videos recordings. Dr. Miller recorded 20 lectures on Living Systems 
Theory which are all online for members to watch. 
 

6. Discount for the Annual Meeting and Conference 
 

7. E-ACCESS subscription to Systems Research and Behavioral Science.  
 

More info and join at https://www.isss.org 

 

 

 

Next Issue:  November 2021 

 

 

Appreciation for Shankar Sankaran 
It is with great appreciation that we greet Shankar as outgoing Board member. Shankar’s presidency was 
unique in that we did not have a traditional conference. However, together with VP Conferences, Rika 
Preiser, and Jennifer Makar with support from Jennifer Wilby and myself, we organised a conference in 
Cape Town. As the weeks went by and the conference date came closer, we had to make the tough 
decision to cancel the conference. Shankar provided strong leadership in this process. 

Shankar provided leadership and stability in a time marked by uncertainty and was a mentor to all of 
us. In his capacity of Past President, he is finalising the SRBS special issue, referred to as the ISSS Yearbook. 
We are looking forward to this publication. 

From all of us on the Board we want to thank you, Shankar, for your dedication to the Society. 
Roelien Goede 
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