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Newsletter: October, 2022, Vol 1:10

 Message From the President 

During my term as President-Elect, I often wondered how I
would find a topic for this newsletter contribution each month. 
As President, I am every day confronted with perspectives from
all activities of the society. Since some of the activities have a
stronger presence in my mind at any given time than others, I
decided to focus each month on the most influential topic. This
month my contribution to the newsletter is rather academic in
nature.

This is our 1st
Anniversary Edition

The ISSS as we know it today, was established in 1956. This is
14 years prior to the work of Thomas Kuhn on paradigms
published in 1970. 

 In this Edition : 
Message from the
President.
Conference News.
Celebrating your
Newsletter's 1st Birthday.
Programme of Online Mini-
Symposia.
Upcoming SRBS & ISSS
Journal Issues.  
September Edition of
SRBS. 
Meet our new ISSS Member:

Today, I share some of the ideas of Kuhn on paradigms from
1970 and one idea of Karl Popper from 1994 on conversations
from different paradigms which fit my ISSS experience. Many of
the theoretical aspects I refer to are discussed in detail in
papers by Thomas Walker (2010) and Alexander Bird (2022).

Bird (2022) provides a clear description on Kuhn’s idea of a
paradigm: “Kuhn claims that normal science can succeed in
making progress only if there is a strong commitment by the
relevant scientific community to their shared theoretical beliefs,
values, instruments and techniques, and even metaphysics.
This constellation of shared commitments Kuhn at one point
calls a ‘disciplinary matrix’ (1970, 182) although elsewhere he
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Erik Erikson.
Organisations in Focus:
Saybrook University, Shell
NXplorers & Operational
Research Society.
New Systems Books.
News from the Book Club. 
Recent Members'
Publications. 
Systems Conferences.
Systems Science Events in
October.
Courses.
ISSS Blog.
Readers' Letters.
To contribute to any of these,
please see the details at the
end of this newsletter.

often uses the term ‘paradigm’.” In our world of Systems
Science, General Systems Theory is an example of such a
paradigm and Critical Systems Thinking is another paradigm.
There are many others.

Kuhn argued “that science guided by one paradigm would be
‘incommensurable’ with science developed under a different
paradigm, by which is meant that there is no common measure
for assessing the different scientific theories” (Bird, 2022). This
implies that the validity claims of one paradigm of knowledge
creation (research paradigm) cannot be used to validate
knowledge created in another research paradigm. Although this
incommensurability theory has been questioned often, it has
mainstream support in the academic community. The field in
which I do most of my research, Management Information
Systems, provides clear validity principles for four different
paradigms: Positivism, Interpretivism, Critical Social Theory and
Critical Social Realism. I publish in all 4 of these paradigms.
Although different disciplines provide different classifications of
paradigms, the work of Burrell and Morgan is often used as... 

...the basis for the classification. I’m still contemplating, and invite you to join me, on what this
means for our discussions in the ISSS. I was surprised to realise how well the following quote of
Max Planck given by Kuhn describes me and my generation’s acceptance of different
paradigms: “[A] new scientific truth does not triumph by convincing its opponents and making
them see the light, but rather because its opponents eventually die, and a new generation grows
up that is familiar with it.” (Kuhn, 1970, 151).

In an opposing position Popper (1994) expresses the value discussion from different
paradigmatic perspectives: “A discussion between people who share many views is unlikely to
be fruitful, even though it may be pleasant; while a discussion between vastly different
frameworks can be extremely fruitful, even though it may sometimes be extremely difficult, and
perhaps not quite so pleasant (though we may learn to enjoy it).” (Popper 1994, 34) in Walker
(2010).

So, while I continue to contemplate our discussions from this conditioned perspective, I am
convinced of the following: we must respect different views from different paradigms; we must
not apply validity claims from one paradigm to validate perspectives from another paradigm;
internal validity of a paradigm requires knowledge and is of utmost importance; although
sometimes unpleasant, we will make headway when respectfully presenting and receiving cases
from different paradigms in the same forum.
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Please join me on my academic journey leading up to the conference in June 2023 in the spirit
advocated by these great scholars.

Roelien

References:

Bird, Alexander, "Thomas Kuhn", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Spring 2022 Edition), Edward N.

Zalta (ed.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2022/entries/thomas-kuhn/>.

Burrell, & Morgan, 1979 Burrell G., Morgan G. Sociological paradigms and organizational analysis. London:

Heinemann Educational Books, 1979.Google Scholar

Kuhn, Thomas. 1970a. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Second Edition, Revised). Chicago: University of

Chicago Press.

Popper, Karl. 1994. The Myth of the Framework: In Defence of Science and Rationality, ed. M.A. Notturno.

London: Routledge.

Walker, Thomas C. "The perils of paradigm mentalities: Revisiting Kuhn, Lakatos, and Popper." Perspectives on

Politics 8.2 (2010): 433-451.

 Conference News 
International Society for the Systems Sciences, 67th Annual

Conference.
More Detail Coming Soon.

https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2022/entries/thomas-kuhn/
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 Celebrating Your Newsletter's 1st Birthday 
Three members of your Newsletter editorial team celebrating its first birthday last month.

Roelien and Michele in Paris, France. Roelien and John in Brighton, UK.
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 Programme of Online Mini-Symposia 

We close our first theme on systems concepts in October, before starting a new theme in
November on making sense of the landscape. For the month of October, our sessions are
moving to a Wednesday/Thursday slot to easier accommodate the members in Australasia while
still being accessible to others. The time slot is on a Thursday 6 AM in Sydney, and therefor 10
PM in central Europe on a Wednesday evening. We will provide specific times in different cities
as part of the invitation. Some of the paper sessions will be more representative from the
General Systems Theory paradigm’s perspective. The planned sessions are:

5 October: Meet and greet: Informal get together

12 October: Danila Medvedev on the practical challenge of using language and supporting tools
for communicating about systems and in the systems approach.

19 October: A number of shorter GST papers speakers including Janos Korn and Shann
Turnbull. Please contact me if you want to have a slot in this session.

26 October: Jamie Rose on a GST.

In November we move back to Saturdays. Please contact me if you want to contribute to the
theme of “Making sense of the systems landscape”. These talks will be on how novices can be
guided through the rich variety of systems methodologies.

 Upcoming SRBS & ISSS Journal Issues 

Robert Flood and Gerald Midgley are editing a special issue of "Systems Research and
Behavioral Science": a festschrift for Mike Jackson, in honour of his lifetime contribution to
systems thinking. The link to the call for papers, asking for scholarly papers addressing the
themes in Mike's work, is below. The deadline for receipt of abstracts is 31 December 2022, and
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the address to send them to is in the call. Please read the call for papers, and I hope you are
inspired to contribute to this festschrift.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/sres.2905?saml_referrer

 September Edition of SRBS 

A selection of some interesting Journal Articles published in September:

Michael C Jackson (Sept 2022) Critical systems practice 3: Intervene—Flexibly
executing a multimethodological intervention. Systems Research and Behavioural
Science, Accessible at: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/sres.2909 
Nora Bateson (Sept 2022) An essay on ready-ing: Tending the prelude to
change. Systems Research and Behavioural Science, Accessible at:
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/sres.2896 
Shankar Sankaran and Janet McIntyre-Mills (Sept 2022) Energy justice in renewable
energy projects: How learning about indigenous knowledge systems could inform
systemic practice. Systems Research and Behavioural Science, Accessible at:
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/sres.2899 
David Blockley, Gary Smith, Patrick Godfrey, John J. Kineman (Sept 2022) Relational
holon science and Popper's 3 worlds in engineering practice. Systems Research and
Behavioural Science, Accessible at:
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/sres.2906
Marty Jacobs, Namrata Arora, Sue Gabriele (Sept 2022) The future is humanistic:
Infusing compassion in the systems thinking world—Circles, dialogue and RoundTables as
levers for individual and community emancipation. Systems Research and Behavioural
Science, Accessible at: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sres.2894

 Welcome to our New ISSS Members 
We sent an email to all members who joined in 2022 and the following new members
participated in a fun question answer survey. We welcome you to the society. All new members
who received the invite to participate are welcome to submit their detail. We will feature every
month a few new members. Members select questions from a long list to tell us about
themselves. To join the ISSS simply go to ISSS.org/Register/

Erik Erikson

Q How did your interest in systems develop?

A With Ludwig's book back in 1989, but it was too abstract for
me at the time. However, the initial concepts stayed with me,
simmering in the back plate.

Q Are you interested in a specific field of systems thinking -

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/sres.2905?saml_referrer
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/sres.2909
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/sres.2896
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/sres.2899
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/sres.2906
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sres.2894
https://www.isss.org/register/
http://isss.org/Register/%E2%80%8B
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which one?

A I am interested in analogy, homologues, isomorphs.

Q In which industry do you work and in which role?

A I work primarily in the security industry. But it is not the physically industry of security as one
might first think. It goes much deeper.

Q What are three words that best describe you?

A Curious, persistent, inquisitive.

Q If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be? 

A Right here, in San Pedro de Vazquez de Coronado, Costa
Rica https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/erikderikson

Q If you could share a meal with 4 individuals living or dead, who would they be? 

A Mahatma Ghandi, Martin Luther (the 95 thesis), Martin Luther King, Confucius. 

Q What’s the best joke you have ever heard? 

A What did one Jaguar say to another? How aaaaaaarrrre you? (That is my all-time favorite. Not
just that my son told me that one, he picked it up in 2nd grade down here.

Q You have 30 minutes of free time and could do anything, what would you do? 

A Save up those 30 minutes and pass it on to those that can make more of a difference. How
can we reach a greater stability, buying time to make better decisions about the world.

Q Is there anything you wish you knew more about? 

A Yes, how to buy more time for humanity, how to position more humanists in positions of power

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/erikderikson
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to make more humanist decisions.

Q What do you wish you could tell yourself 10 years ago? 

A To be more humble. To be more kind to the opposition. To understand that they are just trying
to get by as well.

 Organisations in Focus 

Saybrook University is proud to have been the school for numerous entrepreneurial graduates of
the innovative Ph.D. in Managing Organizational Systems (MOS) program.  This program
anticipated impactful events like COVID-19 long before they emerged.  In fact, this program was
designed for leaders willing to stand in development, complexity, ambiguity, and the humanistic
values of co-creating emergent solutions for the often-intractable situations we face globally. 
Current students and graduates of the program are relentlessly curious about the purpose and
possibilities.  Ethics and values-driven adaptive leadership are hallmarks of these life-long
learners. Systems-thinking is foundational to their effectiveness in our world.

We welcome our graduates to serve as guest speakers in our classes as our world of work is
changing daily.  We welcome potential students, ready to join other highly creative leaders
engaged in building sustainable organizations and communities around our planet.

To learn more about this Ph.D. MOS program:  https://www.saybrook.edu/areas-of-
study/leadership-and-management/

Contact & Appointments:  Dr. Mary Kay Chess - calendly.com/mchess

https://www.saybrook.edu/areas-of-study/leadership-and-management/
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Encouraging young people in Systems Thinking

About a half-dozen years ago, a group of senior executives at one of the major international
energy companies was mulling over a problem. They were particularly committed to promoting
sustainable transitions and transformative collaborations in the world at large as well as in the
company. With a special focus on the Food-Energy-Water-Climate “stress nexus”, however, they
became increasingly aware of the difficulty the general public has in grasping that multiple
interconnected systems need to be grappled with in addressing real-world problems. 

They recognised that one root of this was a long-term problem in public education as most
mainstream programmes focus on academic silos once students reach their teens.  Adopting a
long-term horizon, they decided to engage educational professionals in developing and
championing an innovative inter-disciplinary activity for use in schools.  Combining the expertise
of the educational specialists with “stress nexus” case studies and the well-known Shell
expertise in developing scenarios, the result was NXplorers.

NXplorers aims to help young people develop the complex and creative thinking needed to
bridge the skills gap that our future needs and help them build sustainable solutions to both their
local and global issues.

The programme goal is to help young people develop a transformational skillset, and initially
apply this to a problem close to their own hearts. These skills, rooted in Systems and Scenarios
Thinking, are intended to help them re-imagine their world, giving them the confidence to engage
with issues, to collaborate and motivate others, and become agents of positive change.

Since its launch in 2018, over 160,000 students and more than 2000 teachers and over 1000
schools have participated across the globe. The programme is currently active in over 18
regions, including Australia, Brazil, Brunei,  Egypt, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan,
Malaysia, Netherlands, Oman, Philippines, Qatar, Singapore, Trinidad & Tobago, UAE, UK and
Vietnam.

Since 2021 Shell NXplorers Pro is also being offered to Higher Education students in selected
locations, and is also presented to Shell staff as an introduction to Systems Thinking Course.
Since 2020 over 800 Shell staff have completed the course which lasts 20 hours over several
days.
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For more information, visit https://nxplorers.com/

(Jeremy Bentham, retired Head of Shell Scenarios and Co-Chair (scenarios) for World Energy
Council)

A Systems Thinking Special Interest Group has just been launched by the Operational Research
Society, and membership is FREE. You don’t have to be in either the OR Society or the ISSS to
join. To sign up and receive invitations to quarterly, online events, go to
https://www.theorsociety.com/get-involved/society-groups/special-interest-groups-and-
networks/systems-thinking/ We hope that everyone in the ISSS with an interest in systems
thinking participates – you have nothing to lose and everything to gain!

The Systems Thinking Special Interest Group (ST-SIG) is for systems practitioners who are
using, or want to learn about, systems theories, methodologies and methods to prevent or
address highly complex organizational, social and environmental problems.

We have an inclusive understanding of systems thinking, and value contributions from all the
theoretical and methodological traditions using that term. We also welcome insights from the
closely related fields of cybernetics, systems science, problem structuring and complexity.

The ST-SIG has a broad aim of fostering interest in, and increasing knowledge of, systems
thinking. We provide a forum for practitioners to share their experiences and learn from one
another, and also to support academics in their applied research and teaching. We are
particularly keen to enable collaborations between practitioners and academics, in the belief that
significant, synergistic innovations can arise from open-minded learning between people working
in different contexts.

We aim to host quarterly sessions with guest speakers, and the production of a newsletter is
under discussion. We will also continue to host the systems thinking stream at the annual
conference of the Operational Research Society. For five years, this has been the largest stream
at the conference, with thriving dialogue and debate. We will make sure these annual get-
togethers continue.

As this is a new SIG, we are still developing what we want to offer the systems community, and
we welcome ideas for things that you yourself would like to organize (preferably online, as the

https://nxplorers.com/
https://www.theorsociety.com/get-involved/society-groups/special-interest-groups-and-networks/systems-thinking/
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membership is geographically dispersed). Feel free to contact our Chair, Sadaf
Salavati < sadaf.salavati@lnu.se >, with proposals.

Please join us and contribute to the growing community of systems thinkers who are building the
necessary capabilities to make our organizations, communities and ecosystems better places to
live for current and future generations.

Gerald Midgley

Centre for Systems Studies

University of Hull, UK

g.r.midgley@hull.ac.uk

 New Systems Books 

Buddhist and Taoist Systems Thinking, The Natural Path to Sustainable Transformation
Josep M. Coll, 2021

Buddhist and Taoist Systems Thinking explores a radical new
conception of business and management. It is grounded on the
reconnection of humans with nature as the new competitive
advantage for living organizations and entrepreneurs that aspire
to regenerate the economy and drive a positive impact on the
planet, in the context of the Anthropocene. Organizations today
struggle in finding a balance between maximizing profits and
generating value for their stakeholders, the environment and the
society at large. This happens in a paradigm shift characterized
by unprecedented levels of exponential change and the
emergence of disruptive technologies. Adaptability, thus, is
becoming the new business imperative. How can, then,
entrepreneurs and organizations constantly adapt and, at the
same time, design the sustainable futures they’d like?

 This book uniquely explores the benefits of applying Buddhist and Taoist Systems Thinking to
sustainable management. Grounded in Taoist and Zen Buddhist philosophies, it offers a modern
scientific perspective fundamentally based on the concepts of bio-logical adaptability and
lifefulness amidst complexity and constant change. The book introduces the new concept of the
Gaia organization as a living organism that consciously helps perpetuate the conditions for life
on the planet. It is subject to the natural laws of transformation and the principles of oneness,
emptiness, impermanence, balance, self-regulation and harmonization. Readers will find applied
Eastern systems theories such as the Yin-Yang and the Five Elements operationalized through

mailto:sadaf.salavati@lnu.se
mailto:g.r.midgley@hull.ac.uk
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Josep%20M.%20Coll
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practical methodologies and tools such as T-Qualia and the Zen Business model. They are
aimed at guiding Gaia organizations and entrepreneurs in leading sustainable transformations
and qualifying economic growth.
The book offers a vital toolkit for purpose-driven practitioners, management researchers,
students, social entrepreneurs, evaluators and change-makers to reinvent, create and mindfully
manage sustainable and agile organizations that drive systemic transformation.

 News from the Book Club 
The book club will be meeting on October 20 from 12:30-2:00 pm US Eastern Time. We will be
discussing Chapter 12 through Note One of Stafford Beer’s The Heart of Enterprise. Here is the
schedule for the remainder of the year:

October 20: Chapter 12 - Note One
November 17: Note Two-Note Five
December 15: VSM Application

Be sure to join us in October if you’d like to have input on what the VSM application will be and
to make book suggestions for our upcoming vote on which books we will read. This is a member-
only benefit, so please consider joining the ISSS if you’d like to join the conversation. You can
reach me at marty.jacobs.sis@gmail.com.
Happy reading,
Marty

 Recent Member's Publications 

Perspectives of (/memorandum for) Systems Thinking on COVID-19 Pandemic &
Pathology, First published: 28 September 2022, Felix Tretter PhD, MD, Eva M. J. Peters MD,
Joachim Sturmberg PhD, Jeanette Bennett PhD, Eberhard Voit PhD, Johannes W. Dietrich MD,
Gary Smith BSc, Wolfram Weckwerth PhD, Zvi Grossman PhD, Olaf Wolkenhauer PhD, James
A. Marcum PhD, https://doi.org/10.1111/jep.13772

Abstract

Is data-driven analysis sufficient for understanding the COVID-19 pandemic and for justifying
public health regulations? In this paper, we argue that such analysis is insufficient. Rather what
is needed is the identification and implementation of over-arching hypothesis-related and/or
theory-based rationales to conduct effective SARS-CoV2/COVID-19 (Corona) research. To that
end, we analyse and compare several published recommendations for conceptual and
methodological frameworks in medical research (e.g., public health, preventive medicine and
health promotion) to current research approaches in medical Corona research. Although there
were several efforts published in the literature to develop integrative conceptual frameworks
before the COVID-19 pandemic, such as social ecology for public health issues and systems

mailto:marty.jacobs.sis@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.1111/jep.13772
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thinking in health care, only a few attempts to utilize these concepts can be found in medical
Corona research. For this reason, we propose nested and integrative systemic modelling
approaches to understand Corona pandemic and Corona pathology. We conclude that
institutional efforts for knowledge integration and systemic thinking, but also for integrated
science, are urgently needed to avoid or mitigate future pandemics and to resolve infection
pathology.

 Systems Conferences 
OR64

ISSS members Anita Mirijamdotter, Roelien Goede, Sadaf Salavatihad, Gerald Midgley and Gary
Smith having a good time at September's OR64.

Relating Systems Thinking and Design (RSD11), University of
Brighton, UK

We are now coming up to the beginning of Relating Systems Thinking and Design (RSD11):
Possibilities and Practices of Systemic Design hosted online and in person at the University of
Brighton. We have had a fantastic response to the call, and the overall programme has over 100
papers, over 30 workshops, and a number of other special interactive sessions and threads.
Overall, the theme of the event is to question the emerging shape of systemic design as it
continues to develop. 
We've designed the conference to be an even balance between online and in person
experiences, with almost all sessions available in both modes. We have kept online
registration fees in particular as low as possible (£85/£40), and there is still time to
register. As well as the online ticket there are still a small number of in person tickets available
(£330/£230) - please register as soon as possible to secure one of these. Navigate to this link to
register and for details of the programme, and follow the links at the top of the
page: https://rsdsymposium.org/
We have kept this cost to a minimum because we recognise that attending online is often to

https://rsdsymposium.org/
https://rsdsymposium.org/
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attend only in part because of time zones and other commitments, and we want to price this so it
is good value even if you are only able to attend particular sessions (and of course you can
attend everything!). We also have made selected sessions available for free, without
registering (see below).
There are several parts to the programme - 
RSDX 3-9 October (Free)
Starting this week, we have selected online sessions available for free, without registering for
the whole event, which you and your students may be interested in. 
Navigate to this Eventbrite collection: RSDX Relating Systems Thinking & Design Symposium |
Eventbrite
There are three free online panels::

Confronting Legacies of Oppression in Systemic Design , Mon, 3 Oct 2022 at 1:00 PM |
Eventbrite
Gregory Bateson and the Political , Tue, 4 Oct 2022 at 4:00 PM | Eventbrite
Playing within Systems for Change (The Art Panel) , Thu, 6 Oct 2022 at 12:00 PM |
Eventbrite

There are eleven online workshops where we are opening up remaining places to members of
this list:
Browse these: RSDX Relating Systems Thinking & Design Symposium | Eventbrite
And use the access code RSDX-PhD
RSD11 13-16 Oct
Keynotes: 

Mathilda Tham -  Falling in Love with Complex Systems - RSD Symposium
Fran Edgerley and Sofia Deria (Assemble and House of Annetta)- New Old Architectures:
Interdisciplinary spatial practice (rsdsymposium.org)
Tony Fry -  Tony Fry - Seeing RSD11's Seven Foci Relationally - (rsdsymposium.org)
Lesley-Ann Noel -  Critical and pluriversal design for a world in crisis (rsdsymposium.org)
Danah Abdulla -  On the Contradictions of Sustainability (rsdsymposium.org)

SDA Address: Silvia Barbero - The designer's role in planetary health - RSD Symposium
Focuses:

Confronting legacies of oppression (rsdsymposium.org) 
Design over time: the long now (rsdsymposium.org)
Different stories in design: Provocations from the work of Gregory Bateson
(rsdsymposium.org) 
Methods and the worlds they make (rsdsymposium.org) 
Products are systemic objects (rsdsymposium.org)
Radical shifts in planetary health (rsdsymposium.org) 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/rsdx-relating-systems-thinking-design-symposium-1117139
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/confronting-legacies-of-oppression-in-systemic-design-tickets-413222669127?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gregory-bateson-and-the-political-tickets-413233732217?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/playing-within-systems-for-change-the-art-panel-tickets-413402075737?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/rsdx-relating-systems-thinking-design-symposium-1117139
https://rsdsymposium.org/falling-in-love-with-complex-systems/
https://rsdsymposium.org/new-old-architectures-interdisciplinary-spatial-practice/
https://rsdsymposium.org/seeing-rsd11s-seven-foci-relationally/
https://rsdsymposium.org/lesley-ann-noel-topic-to-be-announced/
https://rsdsymposium.org/on-the-contradictions-of-sustainability/
https://rsdsymposium.org/the-role-of-designers-and-systemic-design-in-planetary-health/
https://rsdsymposium.org/focus-session-confronting-legacies-of-oppression/
https://rsdsymposium.org/focus-session-design-over-time/
https://rsdsymposium.org/focus-session-gregory-bateson/
https://rsdsymposium.org/systemic-design-methods/
https://rsdsymposium.org/focus-session-products-are-systemic-objects/
https://rsdsymposium.org/focus-session-planetary-health/
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Reimagining the intentionality of architecture (rsdsymposium.org) 

Featured sessions:

Featured: NewMacy - a collection of online and hybrid sessions organised by the
AMerican Society for Cybernetics
Exploring Synergies in Different Spatial Design Disciplines: A multi-scale approach to
adaptive cycles in public-private interfaces -63 (rsdsymposium.org
UK Design Council hosted roundtable

RSD11 Pre-symposium workshops 12 Oct 
Pre-symposium online workshops: RSD11 Online Workshop Registration | Eventbrite
Pre-sympoisum in person workshops (If you are local to Brighton, it is also possible to attend just
these in person pre-symposium workshop day on Wednesday 12 October for a small fee (£20)):

Powers Of Ten: Mapping systems-level gaps using the SX Canvas (rsdsymposium.org)
Seeing Urban Food Futures in Brighton: A physical and virtual exploration in the city
(rsdsymposium.org)
The Book of Iteration: Workshop and introduction to the method (rsdsymposium.org)
From Discord to Effective Innovation Cycles: Mitigating project team hierarchies
(rsdsymposium.org)
Indigenising & Decolonising Social Innovation (rsdsymposium.org)
Investigating new scenarios in food preservation (rsdsymposium.org) (Hybrid)

And much more...
Ben Sweeting, School of Architecture, Technology and Engineering, University of Brighton
https://research.brighton.ac.uk/en/persons/ben-sweeting, Co-course leader for MRes
Architectural Research at the University of Brighton. Radical Methodologies Research
Group: Radical Methodologies (RaM) Research and Enterprise Group — The University of
Brighton

 Systems Science Events in October 

INCOSE, Finger Lakes Chapter presents "An Introduction to Architecture" Tutorial by Rolf
Siegers, INCOSE Architecture WG Co-chair, 3rd-4th October 10am-12pm
(ET). https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/03/default-
calendar/finger-lakes-chapter-presents-an-introduction-to-architecture-tutorial-by-rolf-
siegers-incose-architecture-wg-co-chair
INCOSE UK, Endorsed Training Schedule, 4th-
6th October. https://incoseuk.org/Program_Files/Endorsed_Training/Endorsed_Training_S
chedule
Valencia Polytechnic University, Sustain Valencia 2022 Conference: Sustainable

https://rsdsymposium.org/focus-session-architecture-discipline/
https://rsdsymposium.org/category/new-macy/
https://rsdsymposium.org/exploring-synergies-in-different-spatial-design-disciplines-a-multi-scale-approach-to-adaptive-cycles-in-public-private-interfaces/
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/rsd11-online-workshop-registration-1151719?aff=odclrlmcfto
https://rsdsymposium.org/mapping-systems-level-gaps-using-the-sx-canvas/
https://rsdsymposium.org/seeing-urban-food-futures-in-brighton-a-physical-and-virtual-exploration-in-the-city%ef%bf%bc/
https://rsdsymposium.org/the-book-of-iteration-workshop-and-introduction-to-the-method/
https://rsdsymposium.org/from-discord-to-effective-innovation-cycles-mitigating-project-team-hierarchies/
https://rsdsymposium.org/indigenizing-decolonizing-social-innovation-lessons-for-systemic-design/
https://rsdsymposium.org/investigating-new-scenarios-in-food-preservation/
https://research.brighton.ac.uk/en/persons/ben-sweeting
https://www.brighton.ac.uk/courses/study/architectural-research-mres.aspx
https://research.brighton.ac.uk/en/organisations/radical-methodologies-ram-research-and-enterprise-group
https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/03/default-calendar/finger-lakes-chapter-presents-an-introduction-to-architecture-tutorial-by-rolf-siegers-incose-architecture-wg-co-chair
https://incoseuk.org/Program_Files/Endorsed_Training/Endorsed_Training_Schedule
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Groundwater Management, 6th-8th October. https://systemdynamics.org/event/sustain-
valencia-2022-conference-sustainable-groundwater-management/
INCOSE, Digital Data Packages: Making the Digital Thread Work,12th October 4.45-6pm
MT.https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/12/default-
calendar/digital-data-packages-making-the-digital-thread-work
RSDx /Systemic Design Association, RSD11- Possibilities and Practices of Systemic
Design, RSDx 3rd -9th october/ RSD11- 12th-16th October, https://rsdsymposium.org/
INCOSE, INCOSE EWLSE at the Society of Women Engineers Annual Conference, 20th-
21st October. https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/20/default-
calendar/incose-ewlse-at-the-society-of-women-engineers-annual-conference
INCOSE, Finger Lakes Chapter presents "Laser Rail Cleaning" by Mark Woodward, Asst.
Director, Metro North Railroad, 20th October 6-7.30pm ET. https://www.incose.org/events-
and-news/search-events/2022/10/20/default-calendar/finger-lakes-chapter-presents-laser-
rail-cleaning-by-mark-woodward-asst.-director-metro-north-railroad
INCOSE, Chesapeake Chapter Tutorial: Introduction to Object-Oriented Systems
Engineering Method (OOSEM) and the Systems Modeling Language (SysML), 22nd
October. https://www.incose-cc.org/events/2022-10-22-introduction-to-object-oriented-
systems-engineering-method-oosem-and-the-systems-modeling-language
INCOSE, INCOSE Brasil Conference 2022, 24th-28th
October. https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/24/default-
calendar/incose-brasil-conference
INCOSE, 2022 INCOSE New England 4th Annual Fall Workshop (Virtual), 28th-29th
October. https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/28/default-
calendar/2022-incose-new-england-4thannual-fall-workshop-(virtual!)

 COURSES 

Critical Systems Thinking and the Management of Complexity

with Prof Michael Jackson (OBE) and Paul Barnett

Complexity is the major issue facing decision makers whether working in the private, public or
third sectors. Systems thinking is increasingly recognised as the only way of successfully
engaging with complexity.

The 8-week programme of 8 modules will be delivered via online platform.

The Application process for the first cohort of the of the programme is now closed. The
programme begins on Tuesday 4th October 2022.

The good news is that the application process is now open for the second cohort starting on 21st

https://systemdynamics.org/event/sustain-valencia-2022-conference-sustainable-groundwater-management/
https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/12/default-calendar/digital-data-packages-making-the-digital-thread-work
https://rsdsymposium.org/
https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/20/default-calendar/incose-ewlse-at-the-society-of-women-engineers-annual-conference
https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/20/default-calendar/finger-lakes-chapter-presents-laser-rail-cleaning-by-mark-woodward-asst.-director-metro-north-railroad
https://www.incose-cc.org/events/2022-10-22-introduction-to-object-oriented-systems-engineering-method-oosem-and-the-systems-modeling-language
https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/24/default-calendar/incose-brasil-conference
https://www.incose.org/events-and-news/search-events/2022/10/28/default-calendar/2022-incose-new-england-4thannual-fall-workshop-(virtual!)
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February 2023.

For more details please see: https://www.thecsi.io/post/starting-in-february-2023-critical-systems-
thinking-the-management-of-complexity

 ISSS Blog 

As you may know, I am a past-president of ISSS and now am "web admin" for the collection of
ISSS websites. We are all concerned about systems communication, and growing membership
of the ISSS. Roelien, our current president began a regular newsletter in October last year which
is a great communication channel. https://www.isss.org/isss-newsletters/. I have been a little
more active using the blog recently. https://www.isss.org/blog/. and the news
section https://www.isss.org/news-articles/?view=archive

If you have an interest in these other two communication channels and wish to help me/us/the
ISSS use them more effectively, please reply here with what you are willing to do or write to help
or contribute. 

Thanks,

Peter Tuddenham

 Readers' Letters 
Our newsletter now has a regular readership of over one thousand members and friends. We
are, therefore, introducing a new section in which you can share your news, views, opinions, and
so on. Just send an email to newsletter@isss.org and, if it meets normal standards of legality
and courtesy, we will endeavor to publish it. We do, of course, reserve the right to edit
submissions, and will publish replies from other members. To set the ball rolling we have
included Peter Tuddenham's latest blog post below.

Peter Tuddenham, 24th, September, 2022
Structured Dialogic Design - Former ISSS Presidents meet in Arhanes, Crete.
I have known Alexander Christakis since the late 80's when he was a professor at George
Mason University Virginia working with another former ISSS President John Warfield. His life's
work is seeking ways to emancipate people to be their best and work to address the world's
problematique and to seek peace in areas of conflict. His life's commitment continues at 85. I
joined him, Maria Kakoulaki and Jeff Dietrich as they delivered a training on Structured Dialogic
Design and the supporting software Logosophia. Along with 6 other participants we gathered in
Arhanes, Crete for the past week. Although I have known and read about SDD for all these
years I finally, I think. get the Science behind the Systems Mapping outcomes of this human
systems process. We were all being trained as facilitators. I look forward to doing more "CoLabs"

https://www.thecsi.io/post/starting-in-february-2023-critical-systems-thinking-the-management-of-complexity
https://www.isss.org/isss-newsletters/
https://www.isss.org/blog/
https://www.isss.org/news-articles/?view=archive
mailto:newsletter@isss.org
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using the SD process and the Logosophia software.
 More information on SDD here https://www.coexplorer.org/structured-dialogic-design/ and here
https://www.isss.org/structured-deliberations/ and a presentation to ISSS by Aleco and Maria
here https://vimeo.com/502853832

 Thanks to All Contributors! 

Editorial Team: Roelien Goede,  Michele Friend, Louise McCulloch, John Challoner

To make a contribution please download a copy of our submission form at
https://www.isss.org/isss-newsletters/ and email it to newsletter@isss.org
Past copies of our newsletter can also be found at https://www.isss.org/isss-newsletters/  
To receive this newsletter you must sign up on our main isss.org page under
"Newsletter  Sign Up". 
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