
 
 
How and why has life on Earth become ever more complex over time?  Darwin’s theory provided us with 
a general framework for understanding biological evolution, but it does not explain the long-term trend 
toward increased complexity.  Peter Corning’s new book represents a major theoretical contribution.  It 
highlights the creative role of synergy – the unique combined effects produced by two or more genes, 
parts, or organisms – throughout the natural world.  As Corning puts it: “Nothing about the evolution of 
biological complexity makes sense except in the light of synergy… Life on Earth has been a synergistic 
phenomenon from the get go.”  He also shows how synergy has been a key to human evolution, including 
the rise of complex modern societies.  He describes the evolution of our species as a cooperative, 
entrepreneurial process, which he refers to as the “Self-Made Man” scenario.  “This is an important book,” 
writes Daniel W. McShea, Professor of Biology at Duke University. “It offers a solution to a problem that 
has been central to evolutionary biology for half a century, with implications that reach down to the 
foundations of evolutionary theory.”   
 

Dr. Corning also addresses the future of our species.  He argues that we are at a tipping point.  Our ultimate 
fate will depend on being able to make major social, economic and political changes on a global scale, and 
he offers us a synergy-based road-map to the future.  According to Anthony Trewavas, FRS, Emeritus 
Professor at the Institute of Molecular Plant Science, University of Edinburgh, “This magnificent book 
reveals the critical role of synergy in evolution and in all of biology, including especially in humankind.”  
He concludes: “Peter Corning offers us a unique and hopeful new vision.”  
 

Written in an engaging, conversational style, Corning’s book will appeal to academics, students and 
general readers who are interested in evolution, and in the future of humankind.  The late Sir Patrick 
Bateson, FRS, Emeritus Professor of Biology at Cambridge University and president of the Zoological 
Society of London, offered this strong endorsement: “Peter Corning’s approach is wise and he is 
astonishingly well read… He writes extremely well and I read every word with great pleasure and 
interest.  I am full of admiration and strongly recommend it.” 
 

Synergistic Selection is the winner of the 2018 IIAS Book of the Year Award 
 

To learn more about the book, visit the ISCS website: http://www.complexsystems.org  The 
book retails at US$29.95/£26 (paperback) at major bookstores, and at Amazon.  Online orders 
can also be purchased from the publisher with a 20% discount.  
http://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/10732 (Online discount code: 
WSBOOKAC20)   

http://www.complexsystems.org/
http://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/10732


“In this wide-ranging and intelligent book, Peter Corning presents a grand view of the evolution of complexity… 
Brave, well-written, and based on more than 30 years of deep reflection, Corning’s vision stretches into the 
future of our species and suggests new ways of anticipating and facing it.” 

--Eva Jablonka, Professor, The Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science and Ideas, Tel-Aviv 
University and co-author of Evolution in Four Dimensions. 

 “The concept of society as an organism has a long history as a metaphor but only very recently has been 
placed on a solid scientific foundation. The implications for public policy are transformative and Peter Corning's 
book provides an excellent guide for the general public and policy experts of all stripes.” 

--David Sloan Wilson, SUNY Distinguished Professor, Binghamton University, President, Evolution Institute and 
author of Does Altruism Exist? 

“...Synergistic Selection... is an eloquent refutation of the standard story of ‘selfish genes.’  While abounding in 
biological detail, Synergistic Selection is easily accessible to a lay audience.” 

--Herbert Gintis, External Professor, Santa Fe Institute and co-author of A Cooperative Species. 

 “Peter Corning’s book is a marvelous addition to the growing literature about the emerging alternative to 
gene-centric neo-Darwinism in evolutionary biology…The progressive evolution of multiple levels of 
organisation in living systems has harnessed blind chance. This book tells you how (and why) this occurred.”  

--Denis Noble, CBE, FRS, FRCP, FMedSci, Burden Sanderson Chair of Cardiovascular Physiology, Oxford University, 
Emeritus, and author of The Music of Life.  

"Peter Corning's new book presents a grand view of evolution and highlights the role of synergy in the 
accelerating complexity of our modern world… He is able to cast new light on some of the major challenges of 
our century - from economic inequality and political governance to climate change." 

--Geoffrey Hodgson, Research Professor of Business Studies, University of Hertfordshire, editor-in-chief of the 
Journal of Institutional Economics and author of Conceptualizing Capitalism.  

“…We are in the midst of a major paradigm shift in which Peter Corning has been a pioneer. His book offers a 
wonderful overview of the new evolution landscape. Be gone intelligent designers and blind watchmakers – let 
the light of synergy in!”  

--Dick Vane-Wright, Honorary Professor of Taxonomy, University of Kent, UK, Scientific Associate, the Natural 
History Museum, London, and editor of The Role of Behaviour in Evolution. 

 “Peter Corning has given us a book that not only expertly summarizes the current state of the art in 
evolutionary biology, it also points the way to a compelling new understanding of how we arrived at our place 
in the natural world." 

--John M. Gowdy, Professor of Economics and Professor of Science and Technology Studies, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute and co-author of Paradise for Sale. 

“In his new book Synergistic Selection, Peter Corning explains in an elegant and detailed way the rise of 
complexity in living systems over time and the major transitions in evolution...“  

--Francisco Carrapiço, Professor of Biology, University of Lisbon, Portugal. 

 “Synergy, selection, and emergence are central concepts in relation to complex systems… You could not find a 
better place to start an inquiry into the evolving science of the future of cooperation in a complex world.”  

--John Smart, Founder, Acceleration Studies Foundation and author of The Foresight Guide.   

“Synergistic Selection is an important contribution to our understanding of evolution… An essential read at the 
intersection of science, inspiration, and sustainability.”  

 --Michael Dowd, author of Thank God for Evolution, host of “The Future Is Calling Us to Greatness”  

“A brilliant, timely, and much needed contribution.” 

--David Korten, co-founder & Chair of YES! Magazine, author of When Corporations Rule the World.  

 

http://michaeldowd.org/endorsements/
http://www.tree-of-life.works/greatness
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